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Afghanistan

Exports Over

10,000 Tons of
Pine Nuts This
Year

The Ministry of Industry and Commerce
has announced that, during the current solar
year, Afghanistan has successfully exported
over 10,000 tons of black pine nuts to
international markets...ContP#4

Construction of
the First Phase
of the Kabul-
Logar Road
Progressing

5 e

The construction of the first phase of the
Kabul-Logar road is currently underway,

involving excavation, soil transportation,
leveling, and the construction of retaining
walls.

The first phase of the road spans 7 kilometers
from the Nijat Roundabout to the Charkhab
area, with a width of 60 meters and four
lanes. The projectis expected to be completed
within the next 15 months, encompassing all
components of a standard roadway.
Engineers from the Kabul Municipality will
oversee the project, conducting technical

inspections at various stages to ensure the
quality of the work. #

Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan
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Ministry of Hajj and Religious
Affairs Announces 30,000 Hajj
Quotas for Afghanistan in
1404
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Officials from the Ministry of Hajj and Religious Affairs has officially announced that
Afghanistan has been allocated 30,000 Hajj quotas for the year 1404 (Solar Hijri Calendar) by
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. This announcement was made during a press briefing held at
the Government Media and Information, where ministry officials provided detailed insights
into the allocation and associated costs for Afghan pilgrims.

During the press conference, the Acting Minister of Hajj and Religious Affairs, Sheikh Al-
Hadith Dr. Noor Mohammad Saqib, stated that while Afghanistan has been granted 30,000
Hajj slots, efforts are actively underway to secure additional allocations.

He further emphasized that the distribution of the allocated quota has been conducted in a
transparent manner, ensuring fair access to Hajj opportunities across the country. In addition,
special quotas have been designated for Mujahideen, governmental...ContP#4
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Afghanistan and Turkmenistan
Sign Three MoUs in the Railway
Sector

The Ministry of Public Works has announced

the signing of three Memoranda of
Understanding (MoUs) with Turkmenistan in
the railway sector.

These agreements were formalized during the
visit of a technical delegation from the
Ministry of Public Works to Turkmenistan,
headed by Mohammad Ishaq...ContP#4
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Completion of
Small-Scale
Water Diversion

Dams Across
142 Districts

The Ministry of Rural Rehabilitation and
Development has announced the successful
completion of small-scale water diversion
dams across 142 districts in various provinces
of the country.

According to Noorulhadi Adel, the ministry’s
spokesperson, the total cost of constructing
these dams amounted to 126 million Afghanis,
fully financed through the ministry’s budget.
Experts highlight the significant role of such
infrastructure  in agticultural
development and contributing to  the
replenishment of groundwater resources.

In addition, Mr. Adel stated that the ministry
has established 350 drinking water supply
networks across 34 provinces, with ongoing
work on an additional 150 networks. #

enhancing

Land Transfer
for Industrial
Parks Underway
in 16 Provinces

o . : -"";-

The Ministry of Agticulture, Irrigation, and
Livestock has announced that the transfer of
land to the Ministry of Industry and Commerce
for the establishment of industrial parks is
currently in progress across 16 provinces of
Afghanistan.

Misbahuddin Mustaen, the spokesperson for
the ministry, stated that, in accordance with the
decree of the Supreme Leader of the Islamic
Emirate, 1,000 jeribs of land have been
allocated for the construction of industrial
patks in each province.

The Ministry of Industry and Commerce has
confirmed the allocation of a total of...ContP#4
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Ministry of Hajj and Religious
Affairs Announces 30,000 Hajj
Quotas for Afghanistan...
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..institutions, families of martyrs, persons with disabilities, and Afghan refugees residing in
Iran, Pakistan, and other countties.

According to the officials, to enhance the pilgrimage expetience, a rigorous selection process
was conducted for scholars across various provinces to serve as instructors. These qualified
religious scholars will accompany pilgrims to Saudi Arabia to provide guidance on Hajj rituals.
Furthermore, comprehensive Hajj guidebooks, adhering to the Hanafi school of thought,
have been published in Pashto and Dari to facilitate a deeper understanding of the pilgrimage
process.

Officials stated, to ensure seamless transportation of Afghan pilgrims, formal agreements
have been signed with Ariana Afghan Airlines and Kam Air, covering both outbound and
return flights. Moreover, a dedicated delegation from the Ministry of Hajj and Religious
Affairs has successfully negotiated and finalized contracts for accommodation, meals,
transportation, and other essential services in Saudi Arabia.

Officials further emphasized, in both Mecca and Medina, accommodations have been secured
in strategically located areas to provide convenience and comfort for Afghan pilgrims. In
addition, in response to pilgrims’ preferences, a three-meal daily catering service has been
arranged in Medina.

Furthermore, the ministry has undertaken extensive measures to minimize costs while ensuring
the provision of high-quality services. As a result of cost-saving strategies and the elimination
of unnecessary expenditures, the official Hajj cost for each individual pilgrim in the year 1404
(Solar Hijri) has been set at 282,090 Afghanis, with the total cost of the entire Hajj process
amounting to 8,278,877,320 Afghanis.

Pilgrims intending to participate in Hajj this year can obtain the official payment deposit forms
starting from Sunday, 19th Hoot 1403. These forms will be available at the General Directorate
of Hajj, Umrah, and Pilgrimages in Kabul, as well as at provincial offices of the Ministry.
Pilgrims are requested to deposit their Hajj payments at designated banks to complete the
registration process.

The Ministry of Hajj and Religious Affairs, remains committed to ensuring a smooth and well-
organized pilgrimage experience, facilitating Afghan pilgrims with the highest level of
transparency, efficiency, and cost-effectiveness. #
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Nearly 2 Million Electronic
National Identity Cards
Distributed to Afghan Citizens
This Year

This year, the National Statistics and Information Authority (NSIA) has made significant strides
in the distribution of electronic national ID cards, with nearly 2 million cards distributed,
bringing the total to over 15 million.

The NSIA has also conducted extensive surveys, including a nationwide health survey that is
67% complete and surveys related to agricultural land use, with an estimated increase of 7% in
the country’s agricultural land in 1403 (2024).

In addition, the NSIA has launched new service centers in Helmand, Herat, and Ghazni
provinces, with more planned in Farah, to improve service delivery. The authority has also
provided over 152,000 birth certificates, 80,000 corrected IDs, and various other ID services.
Furthermore, a mobile team has been deployed to distribute electronic IDs in remote areas
near the Durand Line in Paktika, and 749,000 citizen identities have been verified. The NSIA
operates 73 distribution centers nationwide, including one in the UAE, offering daily services
to citizens. #

£2021 - Gty VFo v = ot VFFY IS Gunenls 5 f

Afghanistan and Turkmenistan Sign
Three MoUs in the...
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...Sahibzada, the Deputy Minister for Railways.
According to the Ministry’s statement, both parties have agreed to expand the Herat-Torghundi
railway station, with an estimated cost of $7 million, and to complete the remaining 10 kilometers
of the Aqina-Andkhoy railway line. In addition, an agreement was reached on the survey and
design of the 55-kilometer railway line from Andkhoy to Sheberghan.

The Ministry of Public Works has indicated that contracts for these three projects will be signed
in the near future, with implementation set to begin shortly thereafter. #

Land Transfer for Industrial Parks

...160,000 jeribs of land for industrial parks throughout the country.

Officials have highlighted that 10,000 jeribs of land have been designated for industrial parks in
Kunduz, 20,000 jeribs in Kandahar, Nangarhar, and Balkh provinces, 8,000 jeribs across the four
zones of Kabul, and 1,000 jeribs for other provinces.

The Afghanistan Chamber of Industries and Mines stresses that the distribution of land and
provision of energy are fundamental requirements for industrialists and should be expedited without
delay. #

Afghanistan Exports Over 10,000
Tons of Pine Nuts...

...According to the ministry, the total export value exceeded $14 million, with key destinations
including China, Pakistan, the United Arab Emirates, the United States, Jordan, Austria, Italy,
the United Kingdom, France, Germany, Australia, and Turkey.

Economic analysts emphasize that strengthening global marketing strategies for this commodity
could significantly boost Afghanistan’s revenue and economic growth. #

Ministry of Industry Signs MoUs
with 15 Institutions to Support
Small and Medium Enterprises

The Ministry of Industry and Commerce has
announced the signing of Memorandum of
Understanding (MoUs) with 15 institutions,
valued at over $12 million, aimed at supporting
and strengthening small and medium
enterprises (SMEs) across the country.

During the signing ceremony, senior ministry
officials underscored the importance of
ensuring that these projects provide targeted

Representatives from the private sector also

support to individuals actively engaged in
economic activities.

According to the ministry, 7,673 individuals in
the provinces of Kabul, Paktia, Paktika,
Khost, Balkh, Kandahar, Logar, Kunduz,
Baghlan, Badakhshan, Badghis, Faryab,
Jawzjan, Nangarhar, Takhar, and Bamyan will
benefit from these initiatives.

emphasized that fostering SMEs can have a

significant positive impact on the country’s
economic and developmental landscape. They
further noted that systematic investment and
structured support in the carpet industry
could play a crucial role in reducing widespread
unemployment and driving economic growth
in rural areas. #
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