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Afghanistan
Signs AFN 20.7
Billion Contracts
for Power
Generation and
Transmission
Projects

..ContP#4

Construction of
Badakhshan’s
First Ground

Transportation

Terminal
Commences in
Fayzabad

The Ministry of Transport and Civil Aviation
has officially initiated the construction of
Badakhshans first ground transportation
terminal in Fayzabad, the provincial capital.

According to officials, the project will cover
an area of 10 jerib and is being developed
with an investment of AFN 60 million.
Abdul Salam Haidari, Deputy Minister of
Transport and Civil Aviation, emphasized
that the establishment of this terminal will
play a critical role in the development of
ground transportation and facilitate the
movement of people within Badakhshan.
The project has been...ContP#4

Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan
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Prime Minister of the Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan
Commemorates Spring with
a Tree Planting Ceremony at
the Arg

D

AT LTI

._i=||.u' iaaidii

the Gulkhana Palace within the Arg.

Mullah Mohammad Hassan Akhund, Prime Minister of the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan,
marked the arrival of Spring 1404 (Hijri Solar Calendar) by planting a sapling on the lawn of

The ceremony was attended by distinguished officials, including Dr. Mullah Abdul Wasi, Chief
of Staff of the Prime Minister’s Office; Mufti Sayed Ahmad Mustaqim, Deputy Director
General for Resources and Administration; Qari Abdul Sattar Saeed, Deputy Director General
for Public and Strategic Affairs; along with other senior representatives of the Islamic Emirate.
The event concluded with a solemn prayer for the nation’s prospertity, stability, and environmental
sustainability, led by the preacher of the Arg Grand Mosque, Qari Mohammad Hanif. #

/

Deputy Prime Minister for
Economic Affairs Inaugurates
Operations of Arghandi
Transport Terminal in Kabul

Mullah  Abdul Ghani Baradar Akhund,
Deputy Prime Minister for Economic Affairs,
officially inaugurated the commencement of
operations at the Arghandi Transport
Terminal in Paghman District, Kabul
Province.

The inauguration ceremony was attended by
Mullah Hamidullah Akhundzada, Acting
Minister of Transport and Civil Aviation,
along with representatives from the private
sector and local residents.

During his address, the Deputy Prime Minister
emphasized the strategic importance of
transport  infrastructure  development,
highlighting the Arghandi Transport Terminal
as a pivotal initiative aimed at strengthening
the country’s economic foundation and
enhancing  regional  connectivity.  He
underscored that the modernization and
expansion of transport infrastructure are
essential drivers of economic growth, national

progress, and efficient logistical operations.
Reflecting on past challenges, the Deputy PM
noted that decades of conflict and systemic
corruption had led to the deterioration of
vital infrastructure, unlawful encroachment
on public assets, and the contraction of road
reserves. He reaffirmed the Islamic Emirate’s
commitment to restoring and expanding
transport networks, stating that investment in
modern transport systems, reclamation of
public lands, and rehabilitation of critical
roadways are key national priorities. In line
with this vision, the construction of the
Arghandi  Transport  Terminal  has
commenced, incorporating the development
of 42 essential facilities to enhance operational
efficiency.

He further reiterated that the Islamic Emirate
remains steadfast in its commitment to
modernizing  transport  infrastructure,
ensuring that development...ContP#4
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Afghanistan
Exports Goods
to Europe via
the Khawaf-
Herat Railway
Corridor

According to a press release from the Herat
Provincial Governor’s Office, the first shipment
of Afghan exports was successfully transported
to Europe via the Khawaf-Herat Railway in the
presence of the Iranian Consul General and
the Governor of Herat. This marks the formal
inauguration of the rail corridor linking
Afghanistan, Iran, and Europe.

The shipment, valued at USD 1.2 million,
consists of 200 tons of pistachios, raisins,
almonds, and walnuts. These goods were
transported via the Khawaf-Herat Railway,
destined for Turkey and Europe,...ContP#4

Qatar to
Construct a 400-
Bed Hospital in
Kandahar

The Actlng Minister of Public Health held a
meeting with Marduf al-Qashooti, the Charge
d’Affaires of Qatar to Afghanistan.

According to a press release from the Ministry
of Public Health, the Qatari Charge d’Affaires

reaffirmed his commitment to
continued cooperation in various healthcare

country’s

sectors.

The meeting focused on discussions related to
the provision of medical equipment, the
construction of a400-bed hospitalin Kandahar,
and the capacity building of healthcare
professionals.

In early November 2023, the Ministry of Public
Health announced that Qatar intends to build a
400-bed hospital to serve the population of
Kandahar Province. #
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Afghanistan Exports Goods to
Europe via the Khawaf-Herat...

LY ]
..with the Governor of Herat, and the Iranian
Consul General overseeing the export.
The release further highlighted that over the
past three months, more than 35,000 tons of
goods have been moved via the Khawaf-Herat

A

r el
J'-. |.I'. ¥

Railway.

It is noted that the activation of this rail
corridor, supported by Iran, is expected to
significantly enhance Afghanistan’s economic

growth and development. #

Islamic Emirate Allocates 7,000
jerib of State Land for
Repatriated Afghans in Jawzjan

In accordance with the directive, the Supreme
Leader of the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan
has designated 7,000 jerib of government-
owned land in Jowzjan Province for the
resettlement of Afghan nationals forcibly
repatriated from Iran and Pakistan.
Authorities have affirmed that efforts to
assist deportees are ongoing in collaboration
with humanitarian organizations, ensuring
their reintegration with necessary support.
A number of repatriated Afghan families

currently residing in Jawzjan have called
upon the government to provide adequate
housing and essential living conditions.
Furthermore, a humanitarian
organization has recently distributed financial
assistance to 940 repatriated families,
facilitating their immediate needs.
According to the Directorate of Refugees
and Repatriation, more than 4,000 families
deported from Pakistan have settled in

foreign

Jawzjan Province since last year. #

Afghanistan Signs AFN 20.7 Billion
Contracts for Power Generation...

..In the presence of Mullah Abdul Ghani
Baradar Akhund, Deputy Prime Minister for
Economic Affairs, contracts for seven power
generation  projects and three power
transmission projects were officially signed
between Da Afghanistan Breshna Sherkat
(DABS) and private sector entities at the
Government Media and Information Center.
The seven power generation initiatives will
contribute a total of 228.45 megawatts (MW)
to Afghanistan’s national grid and include: 40
MW solar power plant in Balkh Province, 5
MW solar power plant in Herat Province, 10
MW solar power plant in LLaghman Province,
43.2 MW wind power plant in Herat Province
(Phase 1 of a 200 MW project), 40 MW solar
power plant in Logar Province, 40.25 MW
solar power plant in Nangarhar Province, 50
MW gas-fired power plant in Jawzjan
Province, and

Power Transmission Projects.

The three
projects include: Construction of the East
Kandahar Power Substation, development
of the Qalat Power Substation in Zabul
Province, and expansion of 110 kV
transmission lines from Kajaki to Kandahar.

transmission  infrastructure

A combined investment of AFN 20.7 billion
from domestic and international private
sector firms will support the implementation
of these strategic projects. The initiatives are
set to be executed in compliance with
international standards and delivered within
the designated timeframe to
Afghanistan’s
economic development. #

enhance

energy infrastructure and
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rBaghlan Sugar Factory: One of1
Afghanistan’s Largest
Industrial Projects

By: Hashmat Nasiri

The Baghlan Sugar Factory is one of Afghanistan’s oldest and most significant industrial establishments,

playing a key role in domestic sugar production and the country’s economic development. This factory
was established in 1940 (1319 Solar Hijri) with the support of the Afghan government and collaboration
with foreign engineers. The location was chosen in Baghlan province due to its fertile lands, which
provided suitable conditions for cultivating sugar beets. The main objectives of establishing this factory
were to achieve self-sufficiency in sugar production, reduce dependency on imports, and create job
opportunities for the people.

At the outset, the Baghlan Sugar Factory was considered one of the largest industrial centers in the
country, supplying a significant portion of Afghanistan’s sugar needs. During the 1960s and 1970s
(1340s and 1350s Solar Hijti), the factory reached its peak production, processing 700 tons of sugar
beets daily and producing hundreds of tons of sugar. It also provided employment for over 2,500
people.

However, with the outbreak of civil wars in the 1990s (1370s Solar Hijri), the factory faced multiple
challenges. Ongoing conflictand insecurity, destruction of industrial infrastructure, reduced government
support, lack of investment for upgrading equipment, and competition from imported sugar were
among the key factors that led to the factory’s closure. Eventually, in 1992 (1371 Solar Hijti), as wars
intensified and the economic crisis deepened, the factory was completely shut down, leaving its workers
unemployed.

Following the return of the Islamic Emirate in August 2021, the revival and reactivation of domestic
industries became a government priority. As a result of these policies, on March 3, 2025, the Baghlan
Sugar Factory resumed operations after more than 30 years of inactivity. Officials from the Islamic
Emirate undertook serious efforts to repair and upgrade production machinery, restart the power
turbines, rehire technical workers, secure raw materials, and encourage farmers to cultivate sugar beets
again. Currently, the factory operates with 360 workers, including 60 directly employed and 300
indirectly involved. The facility processes 700 to 800 tons of sugar beets daily to produce sugar. With
continued government and public support, this factory has the potential to play a crucial role in making
Afghanistan self-sufficient in sugar production.

However, challenges such as the shortage of raw materials (sugar beets), competition with cheaper
imported sugar, and the need for further investment still persist. The government is working to
implement appropriate measures to address these obstacles. The revival of this factory has significantly
contributed to both the national and local economies. It has created jobs for dozens of people,
encouraged farmers to grow sugar beets again, reduced the country’s dependence on sugar imports,
increased government revenues, and gradually improved the economic conditions of the people.

The Islamic Emirate is determined to continue supporting this factory’s operations, aiming to double
its production capacity and export Afghan sugar to neighboring countries in the near future. This
initiative marks a significant step toward Afghanistan’s self-sufficiency in sugar production.

The resumption of operations at the Baghlan Sugar Factory after three decades signifies a remarkable
achievement in Afghanistan’s industrial development trajectory. With sustained governmental support,
strategic investments, and public-private collaboration, this facility has the potential to become a
cornerstone of Afghanistan’s economic self-sufficiency and industrial growth. A well-supported
industrial policy could not only reduce reliance on imports but also create thousands of sustainable
jobs, fostering long-term economic stability and national prosperity. #

/

Construction of Badakhshan’s First
Ground Transportation...

...positively received by local residents, who view it as a significant step in alleviating traffic
congestion in the provincial capital.

It is also worth noting that the Ministry of Transport and Civil Aviation has recently launched
similar ground transportation terminal projects in several other provinces across Afghanistan. #

Deputy Prime Minister for
Economic Affairs Inaugurates...

...efforts align with contemporary demands
and available resources.

Project Overview
The Arghandi Transport Terminal spans

He also reaffirmed the government’s broader
strategic objectives aimed at fostering national
development and economic resilience.

In closing, the Deputy Prime Minister
extended his congratulations to the nation on
the launch of this significant initiative and
urged the contracting company to uphold the
highest quality standards and complete the
project within the stipulated timeframe.

approximately 900 jerib and is being developed
at a cost of AFN 1.285 billion.

The project is expected to be completed
within two years. Upon completion, the
terminal will serve as a critical transportation
hub, facilitating efficient logistics, reducing
operational costs, alleviating traffic congestion,
and creating employment opportunities for
Afghan citizens. #
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