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Afghanistan and
Kazakhstan
Advance Bilateral
Economic
Cooperation
Through
Strategic

Roadmap
Implementation

The Migration
of Afghans to
Pakistan:
Challenges,
Policies, and
Humanitarian
Crisis

By: Hashmat Nasiri

The migration of Afghan nationals to
Pakistan represents one of the longest
and most extensive migration flows in
South Asia. This phenomenon has largely
been driven by political instability, civil
wars, military occupation, and economic
crises within Afghanistan. Pakistan has
consistently been one of the primary
destinations for Afghans who, in search
of security, employment, and a better life,
have fled their homeland.

The first major wave of Afghan migration
to Pakistan occurred...ContP#4
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Afghanistan’s political realities.”

security and trade sectors.

between the two nations. #

Russia’s Recent Actions: A
Significant Step Toward
Acknowledging Afghanistan’s
Political Realities

Khalifa Sirajuddin Haqqani, Acting Minister of Interior, expressed his appreciation for
Moscow’s recent actions concerning Afghanistan during a meeting with Zamir Kabulov, the
Russian Special Representative for Afghanistan, and Dmitry Zhirnov, the Russian Ambassador
to Kabul. Minister Haqqani characterized these actions as “a significant step in acknowledging

Abdul Matin Qani, Spokesperson for the Ministry of Interior, provided details of the meeting,
stating that both sides emphasized the importance of advancing diplomatic relations to the
level of full embassy representation and affirmed their commitment to mutual cooperation in

According to Qani, discussions also focused on fostering security, economic, and commercial
partnerships between Afghanistan, the wider region, and strengthening bilateral relations

/

High Commission Convenes
Strategic Meeting of Committee
Chairpersons to Advance Refugee
Affairs and Reintegration Efforts

A meeting of the chairpersons of the twelve
specialized committees under the High
Commission for Addressing Refugee Affairs
was convened under the leadership of the
Administrative Deputy of the Prime Minister,
Mawlawi Abdul Salam Hanafi. The session
was attended by several members and

committee heads of the High Commission.
The meeting with  the
presentation of progress reports by committee

commenced

officials, outlining the implementation status
and activities undertaken in accordance with
their assigned mandates.

Subsequent discussions focused...ContP#4

Economic Commission Approves
Draft Revenue Policy for the
Mining Sector

The Economic Commission, chaired by the
Deputy Prime Minister for Economic Affairs,

Mullah  Abdul Ghani Baradar Akhund,
convened its regular session at Marmatin

Palace.

A key agenda item was the presentation of the
draft revenue policy for the mining sector.
Following a comprehensive...ContP#4
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Afghanistan’s
Pharmaceutical
Sector Grows,
Reaching Self-
Sufficiency in
100 Medicines

Officials
Manufacturers’ Union have reported significant
growth in investments within the country’s

from the Pharmaceutical

pharmaceutical production sector. They

highlighted that, at present, various factories
across Afghanistan are producing 900 different
types of medicines, with approximately 100 of
these products achieving full self-sufficiency.
Meanwhile, officials from the Ministry of
Economy have emphasized...ContP#4

Afghanistan
Initiates Final
Stages of Key
Power
Infrastructure
Projects in
Southern
Provinces

In a ceremony attended by the Deputy Prlme
Minister for Economic Affairs, Mullah Abdul

several cabinet

Ghani Baradar Akhund,
members, and local officials from Kandahar,
Zabul, and Helmand, the remaining phases of
three major electricity development projects
were officially launched in these provinces.

During his address, Deputy Prime Minister
Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar Akhund stated
that these projects are significant steps toward
achieving energy self-sufficiency, creating new

job opportunities, and...ContP#4
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Afghanistan and Kazakhstan Advance
Bilateral Economic Cooperation
Through Strategic...

..Deputy Prime Minister Mullah Abdul
Ghani Baradar met with Kazakhstan’s
Deputy Prime Minister Serik Zhumangarin
at Gulkhana Palace to advance bilateral
cooperation. The two sides
discussed enhancing ties in trade, agriculture,
mining, transportation, and  industry,
following the sighing of a roadmap aiming to
raise trade volume to USD 3 billion.

Baradar reaffirmed Afghanistan’s
commitment to regional partnerships and
proposed agreements in agriculture, banking,
and energy. He also announced the launch of
a national railway company to boost import-

economic

export capacity and called for resuming
direct Kabul-Astana flights and easing
business visas.

Zhumangarin praised Afghanistan’s
economic  progress and  confirmed
Kazakhstans pledge to invest USD 500
million in the Torghundi-Herat—Spin Boldak
railway project. Kazakhstan also plans to
establish a logistics company in Herat, offer
affordable internet connectivity, and invest
in Afghanistan’s mining and energy sectors.
Both sides expressed readiness to deepen
cooperation in trade, health, education, and
infrastructure. #
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Economic Commission Approves
Draft Revenue Policy for the...

...analysis and deliberation, and after incorporating the proposed amendments, the policy was
formally approved by the Commission.

The session also reviewed a proposal for the construction of a commercial market in Mazar-i-
Sharif, the capital of Balkh Province, with a planned investment of 80 million Afghanis. The
project was approved after in-depth evaluation and adjustment. As outlined in the proposal, the
market will be constructed as a six-story facility, incorporating 56 retail units, a parking area, and
other essential infrastructure.

Furthermore, the Commission discussed the development of a regulatory framework for the
establishment of liquefied gas infrastructure, as well as measures to address and prevent
violations by cargo and postal service providers. To ensure thorough assessment, the
Commission appointed dedicated subcommittees for each matter, directing them to submit
detailed reports by the specified deadlines.

The session concluded with the presentation of follow-up reports on previously assigned
matters. These reports were reviewed in accordance with the Commission’s prior directives,
approved, and forwarded to the relevant ministries and agencies for implementation. The
Commission’s final decisions were submitted to the office of the Supreme Leader of the Islamic
Emirate, for official endorsement. #

Afghanistan’s Pharmaceutical Sector
Grows, Reaching Self-Sufficiency in...

...that the development and support of the pharmaceutical manufacturing sector is a priority
for the Islamic Emirate. They assured that solutions will be sought to address the challenges
faced by producers in this field, aiming for complete national self-sufficiency in pharmaceutical
production. Furthermore, economic experts have underscored the necessity for the government
to provide greater facilitation and support for investors in the pharmaceutical sector in order to
drive growth and sustainability within the industry. #

Afghanistan Initiates Final Stages of
Key Power Infrastructure Projects in...

...strengthening infrastructure. He emphasized that, through these initiatives, the electricity
generated by the Kajaki Dam will be fully transmitted to Kandahar, lighting homes and fostering
industrial growth.

The Deputy Prime Minister further highlighted that the Islamic Emirate is making serious
efforts to generate electricity from domestic resources. As part of this initiative, agreements
have been signed with the private sector to produce 250 megawatts of electricity from solar,

wind, and gas resources across several provinces.

During the ceremony, officials stressed the importance of expanding domestic electricity
production, completing outstanding electricity projects, and ensuring the provision of necessary
power to industrial, commercial, and agricultural sectors.

The projects include the completion of the Zabul Provincial Capital, Qalat Substation, and the
Hastern Kandahar Substation, as well as the extension of the 110 kV electricity transmission
line from the Kajaki power plant to the Eastern Kandahar Substation.

The total investment for these projects is nearly one billion Afghanis, which will benefit
hundreds of thousands of new consumers and generate significant employment opportunities.
Upon completion, the entire electricity produced by the Kajaki power plant will be effectively
integrated, ensuring the provision of essential power to the industrial, commercial, and
agricultural sectors. #
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High Commission Convenes Strategic
Meeting of Committee Chairpersons
to Advance Refugee...

...on critical operational issues, including the acceleration of the permanent housing allocation
process for returnees from neighboring countries; the distribution of land to verified homeless
returnees by designated agencies and provincial committees; addressing the shortage of potable
water in refugee camps; and the initiation of infrastructure development in refugee settlements
located in provinces where preliminary groundwork has been completed and land allotments have
already been made.

Following a comprehensive review and deliberation, key resolutions were adopted to ensure
effective execution of these priorities.

The meeting concluded with the assignment of specific responsibilities to various committees and
a strong emphasis on enhancing the quality and delivery of services to returning refugees. #

é Y

The Migration of Afghans to
Pakistan: Challenges, Policies, and...

..in the 1980s, following the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan. At that time, millions of
Afghans sought refuge in neighboring countries, particularly Pakistan and Iran. In
collaboration with international organizations, especially the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), Pakistan established large refugee camps to
accommodate the migrants. Following the withdrawal of Soviet forces and the collapse of
the former Afghan government, Afghanistan became embroiled in internal conflicts among
various Mujahideen factions. During this period, Afghan migration, particularly to Pakistan
and Iran, reached its peak. According to official statistics and international estimates, over
1.3 million Afghans possess legal registration cards (PoR), approximately 800,000 hold
Afghan Citizen Cards (ACC), and millions of others reside in Pakistan without official
documentation. Following the U.S. invasion of Afghanistan in 2001, around two million
Afghans returned to their country from Pakistan. However, ongoing instability,
unemployment, and the lack of public services in Afghanistan prompted many to either
remain in Pakistan or, once again, seek refuge elsewhere.

Challenges Faced by Afghan Migrants in Pakistan

Despite millions of Afghans having sought refuge in Pakistan and living there for many
years, a significant portion of this population continues to face deprivation in terms of
access to formal education, healthcare, and gainful proper employment opportunities.
Furthermore, some Pakistani authorities and media have linked Afghan migrants to recent
security challenges in the country, contributing to growing anti-migrant sentiments among
certain segments of Pakistani society. As a result, Afghan migrants are increasingly at risk
of forced deportation, mistreatment, discrimination, arbitrary detention, and exploitation
by certain institutions.

Pakistan’s Policy Towards Afghan Migrants

Historically, Pakistan adopted relatively more generous policies towards Afghan migrants.
However, in recent years, particularly under mounting economic and security pressures, the
country’s stance on this issue has become increasingly restrictive. In 2023, in response to
deteriorating economic and security conditions, the Pakistani government decided to expel
over one million undocumented Afghan migrants from its territory. This decision, made
without ensuring the necessary infrastructure for safe, dignified, and voluntary return, has
been met with widespread condemnation from the Afghan governmentand the international
community.

Human Rights Watch and Amnesty International have repeatedly asserted that Pakistan’s
actions violate international conventions pertaining to refugee rights. Widespread arrests,
police harassment, confiscation of property, and the homelessness of migrants are among
the human rights violations occurring in this context.

In addition, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and numerous Western
nations have urged Pakistan to respect the rights of migrants and refrain from forced
deportations and inhumane treatment.

Global Apathy and Racial, Cultural, and Political Discrimination

One of the most lamentable aspects of this humanitarian crisis is the relative silence of the
global media regarding the issue of the forced deportation of Afghan migrants from
Pakistan. While the migration crises involving Ukrainian and Palestinian refugees have
received widespread media coverage and international support, Afghan migrants remain
largely ignored. This glaring injustice in global responses reflects racial, cultural, and political
biases in how human crises are addressed.

The Pakistani government’s treatment of Afghan migrants, rather than being solely a
security or political decision, has now escalated into a full-fledged humanitarian crisis. The
international community must go beyond mere political statements and take concrete
actions to alleviate the suffering of millions of Afghan refugees. Indifference to this issue
will only deepen the wounds of a nation already weary from war, poverty, and discrimination.
The global community must exert pressure on the Pakistani government to halt forced
deportations and facilitate a proper legal review of refugees’ status.

Afghan migration to Pakistan is a complex phenomenon with significant human, social,
economic, and security implications—an ongoing narrative of suffering, hope, challenges,
and the relentless struggle for survival. Addressing this issue requires equitable, humane,
and sustainable solutions that safeguard the rights of migrants while also considering
Pakistan’s concerns. Regional and international cooperation, support for Afghanistan’s
reconstruction, and assistance for host communities can provide a pathway for better
managing this humanitarian crisis. #
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