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Afghanistan’s
Handwoven
Carpets Earn $15
Million in 2024

Exports

..ContP#4

Afghanistan:
An Emerging
Renewable
Energy
Powerhouse in
the Region

By: Hashmat Nasiri

Afghanistan ~ possesses
potential for generating energy from
renewable With its
abundant natural resources, favorable
geographical location, and plentiful
sunlight, the country can not only meet
its domestic energy needs but also

significant

various sources.

emerge as a regional energy exportet.

The country’s mountainous terrain and
extensive hydrological resources offer the
capacity  to 23,000
megawatts  of from

produce  over
electricity
hydropower. However, only a fraction of
this potential has been harnessed to date.
Key operational projects in this sector
include the Kajaki, Naghlu, Salma, and
Kamal Khan dams.

In addition, with more than 300 sunny
days per year, Afghanistan has the
potential to generate over 220,000
megawatts of electricity from solar
energy. This potential can play a crucial
role in providing power to rural and
remote areas. Likewise, areas such as
Herat and the northern provinces
demonstrate significant potential for
wind energy, with projections estimating
the feasibility of producing approximately
67,000 megawatts of wind-generated
electricity.

Afghanistan also has the capacity to
generate more than...ContP#4
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would be utilized to resolve their issues.

\

Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar
Akhund Assures Support for
Returning Citizens in

Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar Akhund, the Deputy Prime Minister for Economic Affairs,
met with returning citizens in the Spin Boldak district of Kandahar province.

The Deputy Prime Minister warmly welcomed the returning citizens, expressing that
today’s meeting and the opportunity to greet them was one of the happiest and most
prideful moments of his life. He remarked that it has become evident that in lands under
foreign occupation, there is no lasting happiness, progtess, sense of ownership, dignity, or

True happiness, ownership, pride, and genuine fulfillment are only found in one’s
homeland, he emphasized. Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar Akhund assured the returning

citizens that, on behalf of the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan, all necessary resources

The Deputy Prime Minister further noted that, in a short period,...ContP#4
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Deputy PM Baradar Inaugurates
Major Electricity Supply Project
in Uruzgan

Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar Akhund,
Deputy Prime Minister for
Affairs, inaugurated a large-scale electricity
supply project extending from the Kajaki
Dam to Dehrawood District in Uruzgan

Economic

Province.

During the inauguration ceremony, the
Deputy Prime Minister emphasized that
initiatives leveraging clean energy not only

bolster Afghanistans resilience to climate
change but also contribute meaningfully to
global environmental preservation.

He noted that Afghanistan has historically
relied heavily on imported electricity, which
constitutes a significant financial burden.
Imported power, he remarked, is not only
costly but also lacks the reliability and
sustainability necessary for...ContP#4

Afghanistan Launches $28
Million Solar Power Project in
Balkh Province

The development of a 40-megawatt solar
power facility has officially commenced in
Dehdadi District of Balkh Province,
representing a $28 million investment in

Afghanistan’s renewable energy sector.

The project, located on 500 jeribs of land in
the Brishnakot area of Dehdadi, is being
implemented through...ContP#4
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Afghanistan
Sees
Unprecedented
Growth in
Poultry Farming
Sector

According to data from the Ministry of
Agriculture, Irrigation, and Livestock, more
than 100,000 individuals are directly
employed in Afghanistan’s poultry sector,
with an additional 360,000 people working in
related indirect roles.

The Ministry reports that, thanks to its
efforts, the number of poultry farms in the
country has surged from nearly 3,000 to
almost 14,000.

Sader Azem Osmani, Deputy Minister of
Agriculture, Irrigation, and Livestock, stated
that the poultry sector is rapidly expanding,
creating employment opportunities for over
100,000 people across the country.
Meanwhile, the  Director of  the
Administrative Affairs Department
emphasized the government’s commitment
to economic development...ContP#4

30 Standardized
Raisin Drying
Houses to Be

Constructed in
Ghazni

Mawlawi Mohammad Ismail Shakib, the

Director of Agriculture,
Livestock in  Ghazni,
commencement of the construction of 30
standardized raisin drying houses, with a
total investment of $200,000. The project is
being funded by the Afghanistan
Reconstruction Committee and will be
implemented in the central and districts of
Deh Yak and Andar in Ghazni.

Each drying house will measure 11 meters in
length, 5 meters in width, and 4 meters in

Irrigation, and
announced the

height, with the capacity to accommodate
between 27 to 30 metric tons of grapes at a
time. According to Shakib, the construction
is expected to be completed within the next
three months, after which the facilities will
be handed over to local farmers...ContP#4
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Afghanistan’s Handwoven Carpets

..A spokesperson for the Ministry of
Industry and Commerce, Akhundzada Abdul
Salam Jawad, has reported that Afghanistan
exported carpets valued at nearly $15 million
during the fiscal year 1403 (2024).

The spokesperson noted that key export
destinations for Afghan carpets in the past
year included Pakistan, Australia, Iran,
Turkey, Turkmenistan, Germany, and several
other countries. Carpet traders in the capital
have highlighted the importance of this
industry to Afghanistan’s economy and have
called for the establishment of additional
exhibitions both within Afghanistan and

Earn S15 Million in...

country’s high-quality products. Furthermore,
the Afghan Carpet Producers and Exporters
Union has emphasized the growing
international interest in Afghan handwoven
carpets, advocating for improved facilitation
of carpet transportation to global markets.

Carpet weaving remains one of Afghanistan’s
most significant industries, with a large
number of citizens, particularly in northern
provinces such as Jowzjan, Balkh, Faryab,
and Sar-e Pol, actively engaged in the sector.
According to the Ministry of Industry and
Commerce, approximately 1.2 million
individuals are employed in carpet production

ARG Pana - 4, 3l
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Deputy PM Baradar Inaugurates
Major Electricity Supply Project in...

..Jlong-term development. Therefore, domestic energy production projects such as this
one are crucial to reducing Afghanistan’s dependence on foreign electricity and moving
the country toward energy self-sufficiency.

Underscoring the strategic importance of clean energy, Mullah Baradar stated that these
types of initiatives offer cost-effective energy solutions, curb the emission of harmful
gases, and support global efforts to combat climate change. Furthermore, they contribute
to the stability and sustainability of the national power sector, enhance investment,
increase production capacity, generate employment, reduce foreign currency outflows,
and significantly drive national economic growth. He also highlighted the adverse effects
of global climate change on Afghanistan, stressing that although the country has played
no part in causing global environmental degradation, it has nonetheless suffered severe
consequences—particularly from the industrial emissions of developed nations. Despite
the suspension of several clean energy initiatives by international organizations following
the establishment of the Islamic Emirate, a number of these projects have since been
revived and reinitiated under the current administration.

It is noteworthy that this electricity supply project—Ilinking Kajaki Dam to Dehrawood
District in Uruzgan—is being implemented by Da Afghanistan Breshna Sherkat (DABS)
with a budget of AFN 201 million. Upon completion, it is expected to provide electricity

internationally, to better showcase the

Afghanistan Sees Unprecedented
Growth in Poultry Farming...

..and investment, noting that the leadership of the Islamic Emirate has instructed all relevant
agencies to eliminate any obstacles faced by business owners and investors, and to ensure they are
provided with necessary facilitation. In addition, officials from the Poultry Farm Association
revealed that the poultry industry has seen a total investment of $1.5 billion nationwide. Currently,
there are 13,850 poultry farms operating across the country, with 12,500 of them active and
producing between 1.2 million and 1.4 million kilograms of poultry meat every day. #

Afghanistan Launches $28 Million
Solar Power Project in...

and export across the country. #

...private sector financing by Ghazanfar Group, with technical collaboration provided by Zulal
Ristan Company. The initiative is scheduled for completion within two years and will be brought
into full operational service thereafter. Once operational, the solar power network is expected to
supply clean and sustainable electricity to approximately 40,000 houscholds and 1,200
manufacturing and industrial enterprises, significantly enhancing energy access and supporting
local economic development. This project is part of a broader national push toward renewable
energy. Notably, construction of another solar power facility was launched just last week in
Nangarhar Province—further demonstrating Afghanistan’s commitment to diversifying its energy
portfolio and reducing dependence on imported electricity. #

30 Standardized Raisin Drying
Houses to Be Constructed in...
e T Y o

...The Director further highlighted that Ghazni is one of Afghanistan’s largest grape-producing

provinces, and the establishment of these drying houses will significantly assist farmers in
producing higher-quality raisins for market distribution. The objective of the project is to produce
raisins that meet international standards, enabling farmers to earn substantial income and achieve
financial independence. Several farmers in Ghazni have expressed their optimism, noting that
these drying houses will improve the efficiency of grape drying, resulting in fewer waste products
and higher-quality raisins compared to traditional methods. It is also noteworthy that, in addition
to grapes, Ghazni’s raisins are renowned for their distinctive taste and color, making them popular
in international markets as well as within Afghanistan, with a large customer base. #

to approximately 4,500 households. #

Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar Akhund
Assures Support for Returning...

...the Islamic Emirate has provided numerous facilities to Afghan citizens, and such support
will continue moving forward. He concluded by underscoring that the dignity and honor of
Afghanistan are intrinsically linked to the unity and solidarity of the Afghan people. “Together,
we will serve our religion and our homeland, strengthen our Islamic system, and protect the
children of this country from exploitation, dishonort, and displacement.”

At the end, Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar Akhund called upon all international aid organizations
to collaborate with the Islamic Emirate in assisting returning Afghan citizens. #

é Y

Afghanistan: An Emerging
Renewable Energy Powerhouse...

4,000 megawatts of electricity from natural gas resources. The introduction of biogas
systems in rural communities offers a sustainable solution that not only reduces reliance
on fossil fuels but also yields substantial economic and environmental benefits. Despite
these considerable resources, the country has historically faced major challenges in
electricity production and distribution. A large portion of the national power supply is still
dependent on imports from neighboring countries.

Following the return of the Islamic Emirate, greater emphasis has been placed on
leveraging domestic resources to meet national energy needs. This shift in strategy reflects
a broader vision to establish Afghanistan as a future energy exporter in the region.

One of the government’s flagship initiatives in this domain is the 40-megawatt solar
power project in Dehdadi District, Balkh Province. This project, one of the largest of
its kind in Afghanistan, has been developed under the framework of the National
Renewable Energy Policy and aligned with the country’s sustainable development goals.
Spanning 500 jeribs in the Breshnakot area of Dehdadi, the facility is engineered to
convert solar energy into electricity with high operational efficiency. With an
investment of approximately USD 28 million, the project is being implemented
through a public-private partnership model. The project encompasses various
phases—including design, equipment procurement, installation, commissioning, and
human resource training—with the broader aim of enhancing domestic technical
capacities and advancing long-term sustainable development. The initiative targets
several strategic outcomes: reducing reliance on imported electricity, expanding public
access to reliable power, stimulating local economic growth, safeguarding the
environment, and building technical and institutional capacity within the country.
The project will create employment opportunities for over 450 individuals and is
expected to supply electricity to 40,000 households and 1,200 industrial and
manufacturing facilities in the region. Beyond providing a stable energy supply, the
project represents a significant step toward improving public services and overall
quality of life. Its successful implementation could serve as a replicable model for
renewable energy investment across other provinces. The Dehdadi solar project
stands as a symbol of Afghanistan’s strategic transition from energy import
dependence to domestic, clean energy self-sufficiency. By addressing technical,
economic, environmental, and social dimensions, it marks a critical milestone in the
realization of the country’s long-term sustainable development vision.

The expansion of similar renewable energy initiatives can play a pivotal role in
enhancing living standards, driving economic growth, and ensuring environmental
sustainability. With effective utilization of its renewable resources, Afghanistan is
well-positioned to achieve energy independence, reduce external dependency, and lay
the foundation for robust economic and social advancement.

Investment in this sector not only supports energy security but also fosters job
creation, strengthens national infrastructure, and accelerates the path toward
sustainable development. #
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