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Deputy PM
Reviews Mes
Aynak Project
with Contractor

Mulla Abdul Ghani Baradar Akhund,
Deputy Prime Minister for Economic
Affairs, held a meeting with the CEO of
the contracting company for the Mes
Aynak (Coper Mine) project at his
office.

During the meeting, the Deputy Prime
Minister underscored the importance of
the Mes Aynak project as a key economic
initiative for Afghanistan. He highlighted
that the Islamic Emirate has provided all
necessary facilities and support to the

contractor to ensure the project’s
advancement.

Mulla Baradar further urged the
contracting company to promptly

commence construction activities and
address any obstacles causing delays in
the project’s progress.

In conclusion, the CEO of MCC, Wang
Zhicheng, praised the cooperation
extended by the Islamic Emirate and
confirmed that significant progress has
been made in several aspects of the
project. He assured that the company is
fully prepared to proceed with the
project in close coordination with the
Ministry of Mines and Petroleum. #

Afghanistan Sees
Growing Regional
Interest in

Agricultural
Investments

...ContP#4

r

Five-Year Tax Exemption
for Returning Investors

1

and industrialists.

years.

phase. #

\

The Deputy Prime Minister for Administrative Affairs announced that, as part of a special

initiative, the Islamic Emirate will grant a five-year tax exemption to returning investors

Mawlawi Abdul Salam Hanafi made the statement during a land distribution ceremony for
returnees in Ghazni. He highlighted that a dedicated committee has been established to
support returnees, especially those with significant businesses in Pakistan. These investors
will receive free land in industrial parks, free housing, and be exempt from taxes for five

In addition, Acting Minister of Urban Development and Housing, Sheikh Hamdullah
Nomani, reported the completion of plans for 35 residential complexes for returnees
across 25 provinces. In some provinces, distribution of residential plots has already
begun. Approximately 4,000 jeribs of land in Ghazni’s second residential complex have
been allocated for permanent settlement, with 2,000 jeribs to be distributed in the initial

NPC Approves and Amends
Projects Worth 18 Billion AFN

Chaired by Deputy Prime Minister for
Economic Affairs, Mullah Abdul Ghani

T =

Baradar Akhund, the National Procurement
Commission (NPC) held its regular...ContP#4

TAPI Pipeline to Reach Herat by

End of 2025, Ministry of Mines
and Petroleum Confirms

The Ministry of Mines and Petroleum has
announced  that  the  Turkmenistan—

Afghanistan—Pakistan—India (TAPI) natural
gas pipeline is expected to reach...ContPH4

Deputy PM
Meets Aid
Committee for

Returnees

g T
| E i Y Nk

Mawlawi Abdul Salam Hanafi, Deputy Prime
Minister for Administrative Affairs, met with
Qari Din Mohammad Hanif, Acting Minister
of Economy and Chairman of the
Committee for the Mobilization of Aid for
Returning Refugees, along with several
committee members.

The meeting was convened to review the
committee’s recent activities and to enhance
the efficiency and impact of its operations.
Deputy Prime Minister Hanafi commended
the  committee’s  contributions  and
acknowledged its efforts in addressing the
needs of returning migrants.

Following discussions, key decisions were
made to accelerate and ensure transparency
in the aid mobilization process, with the
objective of delivering more effective and
timely support services to returnees. #

Afghanistan
Hosts Trilateral
Talks with China
and Pakistan

A high-level trilateral meeting between
representatives of Afghanistan, China, and
Pakistan was convened in Kabul, during
which all parties agreed to hold the Sixth
Meeting of the Foreign Ministers of
Afghanistan, China, and Pakistan in Kabul in
the near future.

Mawlawi Amir Khan Muttaqgi, Acting
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan, addressed the
session alongside special envoys from China
and Pakistan. He underscored the importance
of deepening political and economic
relations with both countries and expressed
hope for continued expansion of these
strategic partnerships.

Representatives from China and Pakistan
reaffirmed their commitment to further
strengthening  bilateral and multilateral
cooperation with Afghanistan, based on the
principles of good neighborliness and
mutual respect.

The meeting follows the Fourth Conference of
Afghanistan’s Neighboring Countries, recently
held in Samarkand, Uzbekistan, where regional
stakeholders reiterated their commitment to
supporting Afghanistan in the areas of peace,
stability, and development. #
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From Exile to Resettlement:
The Islamic Emirate’s
Response to a Refugee Crisis

By: Hashmat Nasiri

Following the political change in Afghanistan in 2021 and the subsequent return to
power of the Islamic Emirate, there has been a marked increase in the forced
repatriation and return of Afghan refugees from neighboring countries. Thousands
of Afghan families, who had sought refuge in countries such as Pakistan and Iran
over the past decades due to conflict, insecurity, and economic hardship, are now

D
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NPC Approves and Amends Projects
Worth 18...

...session to review 27 development projects.

Following deliberations, 18 projects were amended, 3 approved, and 3 cancelled.
Committees were assigned to negotiate pricing on 3 additional projects with winning
contractors and report back to the Commission.

Two companies—Afghan Kandamak Company and Rafi Khalid Trading Company—
were suspended from future tenders for two years and six months respectively due to
non-compliance with procurement terms, which caused project delays.

Key projects amended or approved include parts of the Qosh Tepa Canal, Shaflogh Dam
(Urozgan), Nahr-e-Saraj Canal (Helmand), Kandahar—Spin Boldak Road (Phase 1I),
procurement of energy infrastructure, and expansion of telecom and internet services in
remote areas.

The total value of these initiatives is approximately 18 billion AFN, funded by the Islamic

returning home. This large-scale return necessitates comprehensive planning and
well-coordinated policy interventions to address the urgent and foundational needs
of these returnees.

The forced expulsion of Afghan refugees from Pakistan and Iran has emerged as a
significant social and humanitarian challenge. Consequently, the Government of
Afghanistan has placed this issue at the forefront of its national agenda. According
to official data and international sources, more than one million Afghan refugees
returned to the country during 2023 and 2024 alone.

In recognition of the scale and complexity of the return process—particularly
regarding housing, livelihoods, essential services, and broader social reintegration—
the Supreme Leader of the Islamic Emirate has adopted a strategic and timely
initiative. By Dectree No. 175, dated 23/3/1445 Hijri, the High Commission for the
Resolution of Refugee Issues was established under the leadership of the Deputy
Prime Minister for Administrative Affairs.

This commission was established to manage the humanitarian crisis resulting from
mass returns and to enhance national-level coordination. It is tasked with ensuring
effective oversight of the return process, addressing critical needs, and providing
sustainable solutions to the challenges faced by returnees.

Pursuant to the aforementioned decree, twelve specialized subcommittees have been
formed under the High Commission. These subcommittees have been assigned
responsibilities in a wide array of areas, including the establishment of refugee
registration centers, enhancing coordination between governmental institutions and
aid organizations, mobilization of financial and technical support, delivery of essential
healthcare services, distribution of food and subsistence assistance, access to
education, resolution of legal issues, temporary shelter, and the allocation of land for
refugee townships.

Since the commission commenced its operations, various government entities have
undertaken significant measures to support this vulnerable population segment and
address their most pressing needs. Among the commission’s notable initiatives is the
development of dedicated refugee townships across multiple provinces. These
townships aim to provide safe, dignified, and sustainable living conditions for
returnees. According to government officials, this initiative aligns with the Islamic
Emirate’s broader humanitarian assistance policies and national reconstruction
efforts.

According to the Ministry of Urban Development and Housing, master plans for 35
refugee townships have been prepared across 25 provinces. In several provinces, land
allotment for eligible returnees has already begun.

These refugee townships are strategically designed to offer both temporary and
permanent housing, facilitate the voluntary repatriation process, prevent displacement
upon return, ensure the protection of human dignity and security, and attract both
domestic and international support for infrastructure development.

Currently, refugee townships are being developed in several provinces, including
Nangarhar, Khost, Kandahar, Nimroz, Herat, Faryab, Paktia, and Ghazni. These
townships are designed to accommodate returnee families in a manner that promotes
both short-term settlement and long-term integration.

According to detailed plans, each township will include residential units, primary and
secondary schools, clinics and healthcare centers, water supply and sanitation systems,
electricity infrastructure, mosques, community centers, and agricultural plots to
support farming initiatives and small-scale family enterprises.

In addition to the involvement of the Ministry of Refugees and Repatriation and
other government agencies, several international organizations—such as the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and the International
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)—have somehow contributed to these efforts.
Furthermore, a number of friendly and Islamic countries have extended humanitarian
assistance, helping to finance and equip these critical initiatives.

The extensive repatriation of Afghan refugees, while posing significant challenges
related to housing, livelihoods, and essential services, is also regarded as a crucial
opportunity for Afghanistan’s social and economic growth and reconstruction. The
recent initiatives of the Commission, particularly the establishment of refugee
townships, not only aim to provide stable and dignified conditions for returning
refugees but also reflect the Afghan government’s unwavering commitment to the
effective and responsible management of this critical process. The success of this
initiative hinges on the continuous and stable support of both domestic and
international assistance, accompanied by rigorous and effective oversight. Moreover,
it is essential to ensure the active engagement of the international community, so that
the repatriation process becomes not a burden on society but a catalyst for national
progress, development, well-being, and unity. #

/

Emirate of Afghanistan. #

TAPI Pipeline to Reach Herat by End
of 2025, Ministry of...

...the city of Herat by the end of 2025. According to ministry spokesperson Hamayoun Afghan,

gas distribution operations will commence upon the pipeline’s arrival in the city.
Mr. Afghan stated that the Herat segment of the pipeline spans a total of 153 kilometers, of

which 14 kilometers have been completed to date.

Economic analysts have noted that the successful completion of the TAPI project will bring

significant economic benefits to Afghanistan, and they have urged that implementation efforts be

accelerated.

The TAPI pipeline is a strategic infrastructure project with a total length of 1,814 kilometers. It is

designed to transport natural gas from Turkmenistan through Afghanistan to Pakistan and India.
Within Afghanistan, the pipeline will extend for 816 kilometers, passing through the provinces of

Herat, Farah, Nimroz, Helmand, and Kandahar. #

Streamlined Passport Services Yield
Record Distribution and...

...According to official reports, more than 2.2
million passports were issued to citizens
across the country during the year 1403.
Abdul Rahim Hasib, Director General,
announced that passport distribution efforts
have generated revenues exceeding 13 billion
Afghanis.

He further noted that the integration of the
electronic national ID (Tazkira) system with

the Directorate has significantly streamlined
procedures for correcting personal details,
such as name and date of birth.

Meanwhile, several applicants who visited the
Directorate expressed satisfaction with the
enhanced delivery and  the
implementation of new facilitative measures
that have improved the overall passport
issuance process. #

service

Afghanistan Sees Growing Regional
Interest in Agricultural...

..Interest from various countries around the
world in investing in Afghanistan’s agriculture

and livestock sectors has significantly
increased.

According to the Ministry of Agriculture,
countries such as Turkey, Iran, China,
Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, and Pakistan have
expressed their willingness to invest in these

sectors. Experts emphasize that foreign

investment in agriculture and livestock is vital
for the mechanization of these sectors and for
creating more job opportunities for the
citizens of Afghanistan.

Earlier, the Deputy Minister of Agriculture,
Irrigation, and Livestock had stated that
Afghanistan is approaching self-sufficiency in
the production of legumes, wheat, and

poultry. #
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