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Follow-up
Meeting on
Issues

Discussed at

the 17th ECO
Summit Held
with Central
Asian
Countries

A follow-up meeting was held at the Marble
Palace, chaired by Mullah Abdul Ghani
Baradar Akhund, Deputy Prime Minister for
Economic Affairs, with relevant ministry
officials. The meeting focused on the follow-
up to the topics raised during the 17th ECO
Summit, held on the sidelines of meetings
with the leaders of Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan,
Kazakhstan, and Azerbaijan.

During the meeting, discussions were held
regarding the political and economic relations,
trade, transit, transport, railways, electricity,
visa issuance for Afghans, joint banking
cooperation, and other matters between
Afghanistan and these countties.

Following the discussions, relevant ministries
and agencies were tasked with carrying out
specific actions and were instructed to ensure
the continuation of their work in earnest.
They were also directed to share progress
reports with the Deputy Prime Minister for
Economic Affairs within the set time frame.
The Deputy Prime Minister emphasized the
importance of closely following up on these
initiatives and ensuring that the collaborative
efforts with the neighboring countries ate
executed effectively. #

Deputy Prime
Minister Visits
Returnee
Camps in
Nimroz to
Assess
Situation

Mawlawi Abdul Salam Hanafi, Deputy Prime
Minister for Adminisrative Affairs, visited the
returnee camps near the Silk Bridge in Nimroz
to assess the situation of returning citizens
and evaluate the activities of the service
committees.

During the visit, which was...ContP#4

Cabinet Reviews Key
Infrastructure Projects in
Second Session

being made.

implementation.

The second cabinet meeting, chaired by Mullah Mohammad Hasan Akhund, the Prime
Minister of the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan, was held at the Arg. The meeting began
with the recitation of verses from the Holy Qut’an, and it addressed a number of

important economic, social, and cultural issues of the country, with necessary decisions

During this cabinet meeting, a committee headed by the Ministry of Finance was tasked
with closely monitoring the expropriation of land for the fourth phase of the Herat-
Khawaf railway line and submitting the final report to the Prime Minister’s office for

In addition, it was decided that a meeting would be convened, chaired by Sheikh al-Hadith
Mawlawi Noorul Haq Anwar, Director General of the Administrative Office of the
Prime Minister, with the participation of representatives from the Ministry of Water and
Energy and the Water Supply Company, to discuss the provision of water from the newly
constructed Shah wa Aros Dam in the Kabul region to the nearby areas. The final outcome
of this meeting would be shared with the Prime Minister’s office.

It is noteworthy that the Cabinet meeting concluded with prayers after deliberations and
the adoption of decisions on vatious other agenda items. #

Deputy PM: Daily Return of

40,000 Refugees from Iran and
Neighboring States

Mawlawi Abdul Salam Hanafi, Deputy Prime
Minister for Administrative Affairs, addressed

the issue of returnee refugees from
neighboring  countries during a  press
conference held at the Government Media
and Information Centet.

In his remarks, Mawlawi Hanafi stated that

the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan has

actively provided key services to returnees,
including  reception registration,
temporary accommodation, provision of
food and drinking water, cash assistance,
healthcare, and transportation.

He emphasized that the government plans to
extend further support in the future, including
access to education,...ContP#4

and

Afghanistan
and
Kazakhstan
Sign $500
Million MoU
for Herat-
Torghundi
Railway
Project

Mullah  Abdul Ghani Baradar Akhund,
Deputy Prime Minister for Economic Affairs,
met with Mr. Murat Nurtleu, Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs of
the Republic of Kazakhstan, at the Arg,
During the meeting, both sides discussed
opportunities for expanding cooperation in
trade, transit, railway development, banking,
and broader economic fields.
Mullah Baradar described relations between
Afghanistan and Kazakhstan as positive and
steadily improving, affirming that the Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan is committed to
expanding cooperation with Kazakhstan in
areas that contribute to the nation’s economic
development and prosperity.
He assured the Kazakh side that Afghanistan
is well-positioned to serve as an effective
transit corridor, enabling Kazakhstan to
export its energy resources to South Asia
through Afghan territory.
Mullah Baradar further emphasized the
importance  of  leveraging
opportunities between the two countries,
noting that both parties can cooperate in
sectors transport,
telecommunications, energy production, oil
and gas, and other strategic infrastructure
projects.

During the meeting, discussions were also

held on:

*  Signing an agreement on the preservation
and quarantine of agricultural products
between the two countries.

* Increasing bilateral trade
enhanced rail connectivity.

* Finalizing a mutual
international  freight
operations...ContP#4

existing

such as  mining,

through

agreement on
and  transport
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Deputy PM: Daily Return of Deputy Prime Minister Visits
40,000 Refugees from Iran and... Returnee Camps in Nimroz to...

...accompanied by Mawlawi Hamdullah Namani,
Acting  Minister of Communications and
Information Technology, and Sheikh Mohammad
Qasim Khalid, Governor of Nimroz, Mawlawi
Hanafi listened to the issues faced by the returnees
and assured them that the Islamic Emirate would
provide both short-term and long-term settlement
solutions and address any existing problems as
much as possible. The Deputy PM and his
accompanying delegation also reviewed the work
of the service committees and provided necessary
guidance to ensure the provision of better services
and effective management of the returnee process.
Furthermore, Mawlawi Abdul Salam Hanafi
inaugurated a new camp for returnees in Nimroz,
built with an investment of 16 million Afghanis. #

...employment opportunities, land leasing, and permanent settlement.

He further noted that work has begun for construction of 35 residential townships—covering a
total area of more than 140,000 jeribs of land—across 25 provinces for returnee refugees. These
sites have undergone complete surveying, design, and topographic assessments, and will be
distributed under a transparent mechanism to eligible returnees as determined by a designated
committee.

In addition, Mawlawi Hanafi highlighted that Afghan investors, business owners, and factory
proprietors wishing to return to the country are being granted land in industrial parks, along with
a five-year tax exemption and other support facilities.

During the conference, the Deputy Prime Minister also called on officials of the Islamic Republic
of Iran to treat Afghan nationals with due consideration for Islamic values, neighbotly relations,
and humanitarian principles.

It is important to note that the number of Afghan returnees from neighboring countries—
particularly the Islamic Republic of Iran—has significantly increased in recent weeks. More than
40,000 Afghan nationals are returning daily through the Islam Qala and Pul-e-Abrisham border
crossings, with the total number of returnees in the past month exceeding half a million. #

Afghanistan and Kazakhstan Sign $500 Million MoU for Herat...

*  Strengthening regional cooperation among Afghanistan, Iran, Kazakhstan, and Turkmenistan in industrial, commercial, and transport sectors.

*  Establishing major commercial centers in both countries.

*  Reducing transit fees with the goal of increasing bilateral trade volume to $3 billion.

Following the discussions, Mr. Murat Nurtleu delivered remarks, reaffirming Kazakhstan’s continued support for Afghanistan on the international stage. He stated that a favorable environment now
exists for closer collaboration in a range of areas and announced Kazakhstan’s readiness to launch a $500 million investment in the Herat—Torghundi railway project. He further expressed Kazakhstan’s
willingness to increase electricity exports to Afghanistan, facilitate access for Afghan agricultural products to Kazakh markets, and enable Afghan financial institutions to open accounts in Kazakhstan’s
Freedom Bank and Zaman Bank. Deputy Prime Minister Mullah Baradar welcomed Kazakhstan’s investment in the railway project, describing it as a strategic initiative to strengthen trade and transit
between the two countries. The meeting concluded with the official signing of a Memorandum of Understanding marking Kazakhstan’s commitment to invest $500 million in the Herat—Torghundi
railway line—a key step toward boosting regional connectivity and economic integration. #

The Painful Return of Afghan Migrants from Iran

By: Hashmat Nasiri

Migration is a long-standing and deeply ingrained phenomenon in the modern history of Afghanistan, one that has profoundly altered the lives of millions of Afghans over recent decades.
Afghanistan has consistently ranked among the world’s largest exporters of migrants. Factors such as war, insecurity, poverty, unemployment, and political instability have compelled millions to
leave their homes and seck refuge in neighboring countries, particularly Iran.

However, what is currently unfolding is no longer migration, but rather the widespread and often forced return of Afghan migrants from neighboring countries, especially the Islamic Republic
of Iran. This return is not only devoid of promise but has cast a shadow of crisis over the Afghan community.

According to a recent report from the High Commission for Refugee Affairs of Afghanistan, over 500,000 Afghan migrants have been forcibly returned from Iran to Afghanistan in just the
past month. This massive wave of return presents numerous humanitarian, legal, economic, and social challenges for the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan. Ensuring shelter, livelihood, basic
services, and the reintegration of returnees into Afghan society requires meticulous planning, national cooperation, and international humanitarian support. Without these efforts, the process
could escalate into a broader and more profound crisis.

The migration of Afghans to Iran spans over four decades and can be examined in two major waves:

First Wave (1980s): Following the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan, a large influx of Afghan migrants entered Iran. At the time, the Iranian government, with the slogan of “One Islamic Ummah,”
welcomed these migrants and facilitated residency for many of them.

Second Wave (From the 2000s to Present): As insecurity and internal conflict in Afghanistan persisted, Afghan migration to Iran continued. However, during this period, Iranian policies toward
migrants became more stringent, with restrictions on employment, education, and residency.

Despite linguistic, cultural, and religious similarities, Iran’s approach to Afghan migrants has undergone significant changes in recent years. Iran’s recent measures regarding the forced expulsion
of Afghans have prompted considerable human rights, humanitarian, and political concerns.

One of the primary reasons for the expulsion of Afghan migrants from Iran is the internal economic pressure within the country. With rising inflation, unemployment, and dwindling resources,
many Iranian citizens have voiced dissatisfaction with the presence of Afghan migrants, particularly in low-wage jobs. In response to these social pressures and to alleviate economic burdens,
the Iranian government has implemented policies aimed at expelling migrants.

Moreover, the lack of a clear legal framework for migrants’ residency, coupled with border tensions, has further contributed to this situation. Many Afghan migrants in Iran live without official
residency documents, and the absence of a structured immigration policy has left them vulnerable to immediate expulsion without legal recourse.

Iran’s stringent policies have triggered a new humanitarian crisis along Afghanistan’s eastern borders. Regions such as Nimroz, Farah, and Herat are witnessing the daily return of thousands of
migrants, many of whom face significant hardships. Simultaneously, the relationship between the populations of the two countries has been affected by these policies. Despite historical, religious,
and cultural similarities, there has been an increase in mistrust and dissatisfaction among Afghans toward both the Iranian government and segments of Iranian society. Furthermore, the
expulsion of Afghan workers from construction, agriculture, and service sectors has resulted in a labor shortage in many Iranian projects.

According to the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), more than 5 million Afghans live in Iran, including both legal residents and undocumented migrants. Iran’s recent
actions regarding forced expulsions have prompted responses from international organizations such as the UN, Amnesty International, and Human Rights Watch, which have condemned these
actions as violations of human rights and called for their immediate cessation.

The Afghan government has repeatedly called for the respectful treatment of Afghan migrants and the facilitation of their voluntary and dignified return. Civil rights and human rights activists
in Iran have also expressed concerns through media and social networks, urging a more humane and responsible approach toward Afghan migrants. According to the High Commission for
Refugee Affairs of Afghanistan, more than 30,000 Afghan migrants enter Afghanistan daily through the Islam Qala border, and this trend continues. In recent years, over two million Afghan
migrants have returned, either voluntarily or forcibly, from Iran to Afghanistan. This figure underscores the scale of the crisis. The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan has prioritized addressing the
issue of returnees by establishing the High Commission for Refugee Affairs. Field visits by commission members to border areas and coordination with relevant institutions are part of these
efforts. Despite limited resources, the Afghan government has been able to provide essential services such as registration, temporary housing, food and water distribution, healthcare, free
transportation, SIM cards, cash assistance, and other necessary items to returnees. To date, over 3 billion Afghanis have been spent on these efforts.

In addition, a project to construct 35 residential complexes across 25 provinces has been launched, aimed at providing employment, education, and sustainable living for returnee families.
Despite the Afghan government’s tireless efforts, the unprecedented wave of returnees requires widespread solidarity and cooperation from international organizations, investors, national
businesses, and the general public. Without collective support, overcoming this crisis will prove difficult. It is essential for Iran, while safeguarding its national security, to adopt a humane and
pragmatic policy toward migrants. This policy should focus on voluntary return, resettlement, and the issuance of temporary residency permits, in collaboration with international organizations,
all while respecting human dignity. The forced expulsion of Afghan migrants from Iran is a multifaceted challenge that cannot be addressed through security or temporary measures. This crisis
reflects a failure in migration policymaking and a disregard for human dignity. If Iran seeks to maintain its position as a nation with a rich history of civilization, culture, and humanitarian values,
it must reevaluate its policies and engage with the government of Afghanistan and the international community. On the other hand, Afghan returnees must be viewed as a valuable human
resource. If effectively managed and empowered, they can play a critical role in the reconstruction and sustainable development of Afghanistan. #
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