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Islamic Emirate Advances Urban
Development with 58¢
NatlonWlde Plans

The Ministry of Housing and Urban Development has and officially submitted them to the Director General of
finalized 587 urban development plans across the country Administrative Affairs of the...ContP#4

Bilateral Trade Balkh Settles Family
Between Afghanistan  Cases Fairly Under
and Iran Surges to Sharia Law
USD 1.6 Billion in BRI,
the First Half of the
Fiscal Year

The Directorate for Vice and Virtue and Complaints
Hearing in Balkh Province has resolved seven family

disputes concerning dowry (Mehr), maintenance
(Nafaqah), forced marriage, and the prevention of
violence against women,...ContP#4

Deputy PM Hanafi Discusses
Humanitarian and Development
Cooperation with the European Union
Delegation

The Deputy Prime Minister for Administrative Affairs, Mawlavi Abdul Salam Hanafi, held a meeting with Mrs. Veronika
Boscovic, Chargée d’Affaires - Delegation of the European Union to Afghanistan and her accompanying delegation.
At the outset, Mrs. Boscovic commended the progress achieved under the administration of the Islamic Emirate, noting
that significant positive developments have taken place across various sectors. Referring to the European Union’s
humanitarian support; particularly its assistance to returning refugees and to those affected by the recent earthquake in
Kunar Province; she stated that the EU stands ready to extend cooperation in the area of drug...ConP#4

Editorial

A Fresh Start:
Approximately
13,000 Afghan
Migrants Secure
Employment in
Herat

The recent repatriation of Afghan migrants from Iran
presents Herat with a unique moment of
opportunity—one that, if managed wisely, could
transform the province’s economic and social
landscape.

Over the past three months, more than one million
Afghans have returned from lIran, many arriving at
border provinces like Herat with little more than
hope. For these families, repatriation is not just a
homecoming—it is a chance to rebuild livelihoods
after years of displacement.

Herat Industrial Park has emerged as a focal point
for this transformation. Reports indicate that
approximately 13,000 returnees have secured
employment across the park’s factories, filling labor
shortages that had long constrained production.
Some factories have gone further, offering wage
increases of up to 30% to attract and retain workers.
These developments highlight the potential of
migrant return not as a burden but as a driver of
industrial growth and local economic revitalization.
The economic benefits of reintegrating returnees
are clear. A larger workforce strengthens industrial
output, boosts household incomes, and stimulates
local markets. Newly established factories and Small
and Medium-sized Enterprises (SMEs) stand to gain
as well, creating a ripple effect that encourages
domestic investment and sustainable development.
Beyond economics, this process fosters social
cohesion: families reunite, communities regain
stability, and national solidarity is reinforced.

Yet, the road ahead is not without challenges. Many
returnees arrive without capital, vocational skills, or
access to education, making targeted support
essential. Without proper planning, the potential of
this human resource could be wasted, and the social
strain of sudden repatriation could outweigh its
benefits. Government authorities, private sector
leaders, and civil society must coordinate to provide
training, financial support, and integration programs
that allow returnees to contribute effectively to
Herat’s economy.

Herat now stands at a crossroads. The return of
Afghan migrants represents more than a demographic
shift—it is a strategic opportunity for economic
growth, industrial development, and strengthened
social cohesion. If leveraged thoughtfully, this wave of
repatriation could lay the foundation for long-term
prosperity, not only for Herat but for neighboring
provinces more broadly. The challenge lies in turning
hope into opportunity, and return into renewal. #
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Islamic Emirate Advances Urban
Development with 387 Nationwide...

..Islamic Emirate for implementation.

According to the Ministry, these plans were formally
handed over during a special ceremony by the Minister
of Housing and Urban Development, Mawlawi
Najibullah Hayat Hakani, to the Director General of
Administrative Affairs of the Islamic Emirate for
implementation, Sheikh Noorul Haq Anwar, and the
Director for Coordination of Municipal Affairs, Mawlawi
Mohammad Ishaq Akhundzada.

The Ministry further stated that the portfolio comprises
57 general plans, 138 strategic plans, and 392 detailed
plans, covering all 34 provinces of Afghanistan, all of

Bilateral Trade
Between Afghanistan
and Iran Surges to
USD 1.6 Billion in
the First Half of...

...During the first six months of the solar year 1404, the
total value of trade between Afghanistan and the Islamic
Republic of Iran reached USD 1.626 billion. According
to official data, USD 13 million of this figure represented
Afghanistan’s exports to Iran, while USD 1.613 billion
accounted for imports from Iran.

Afghanistan’s principal exports to Iran comprised lead,
cotton, raisins, non-alcoholic energy beverages, vegetable
seeds, sesame, almond, mineral stones, processed talc,
and dried apricots. In contrast, Afghanistan’s major
imports from Iran included diesel and petrol, natural gas,
vehicle spare parts, cement, iron, tarpaulins, cotton
textiles, and eggs.

Economic analysts underscore that Iran continues to
rank among Afghanistan’s foremost trading partners, and
that the sustained expansion of bilateral economic
cooperation plays a vital role in addressing Afghanistan’s
market demands and supporting its economic stability. #

Balkh Settles Family
Cases Fairly Under
Sharia...

...in accordance with Sharia law.

These cases were carefully examined by the directorate’s
complaints hearing section through formal meetings
with all parties involved. During the proceedings, each
party presented their concerns, and after thorough
consideration, equitable solutions were proposed in line
with Sharia principles. Written commitments were
subsequently obtained from all parties to prevent future
misconduct or violence, ensuring that their family life
proceeds based on mutual understanding and respect for
each other’s rights.

Expressing concern over the rising number of family
disputes, the directorate reiterated the critical importance
of preventing forced marriages, ensuring timely payment
of dowry and maintenance, and safeguarding women
against oppression and violence. #

which are now prepared for implementation.

These plans have been developed in accordance with the
directives of the Supreme Leader of the Islamic Emirate,
aimed at enhancing urban services and improving the
quality of urban life for the population.

The Ministry emphasized that the execution of these
plans will promote systematic urban development
nationwide, facilitate improvements in roads, parks,
lighting, water supply, sewage systems, and transportation
networks, and significantly enhance urban living
conditions for citizens. #

Office of the Prime
Minister Holds
Administrative

Coordination
Meeting

An administrative meeting was convened under the
chairmanship of Dr. Mullah Abdul Wasi, Chief of Staff
of the Prime Minister, at the Chahar Chenar Palace.

In his opening remarks, Dr. Mullah Abdul Wasi
emphasized that the primary objective of these meetings
is to enhance administrative efficiency, exchange
proposals and challenges, and identify practical and
sustainable solutions.

He urged all relevant officials to conduct their duties
within an atmosphere of fraternity and sincerity, and to
collaborate with dedication and mutual understanding;
Furthermore, he underscored the importance of
safeguarding public assets, ensuring their effective
utilization.

Subsequently, Abdul Khalil Rohani from the Office of
the Deputy Prime Minister for Administrative Affairs,
Muhammad Dawood Muhammadi from the Directorate
of Technical Affairs and Transport, Gulzar Ahmad
Haqqani from the Directorate of Procurement, and
Ahmadullah Fitrat from the Office of the Spokesperson
presented departmental updates, outlined operational
requirements, and put forward relevant proposals.

In accordance with the meeting agenda, participants
engaged in an open discussion, sharing their insights and
recommendations on the presented issues. The meeting
concluded with a prayer for continued success and
prosperity. #

Laghman’s Shahi
Canal Project
Advances Steadily

Officials from the Laghman Provincial Directorate of
Water and Energy conducted an inspection of the
ongoing construction of the Shahi Canal in Alingar
District. They provided guidance to the contractor on
enhancing work efficiency and ensuring high-quality
standards.
Construction activities—including excavation,
formwork, concrete pouring, and related tasks—are
advancing steadily, with 15% of the project completed to
date.

The canal, planned in two phases over a total length of
70 kilometers, is designed to irrigate approximately
20,000 hectares of agricultural land. The first phase,
spanning 30 kilometers and divided into four sections,

will irrigate 5,000 hectares of farmland. #
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I1EA’s Initiative
for Rehabilitation:
200 Addicts
Return Home
Following
Treatment

Approximately 500 individuals = struggling with
addiction have successfully completed treatment
programs and returned to their homes and families
in Paktia province. Local authorities report that, in
addition to this group, 30 more individuals from the
provincial center and surrounding districts were
recently identified and transferred to a specialized
treatment facility in Kabul to receive comprehensive
care.

Officials overseeing addiction prevention and
treatment emphasize that these initiatives form part
of the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan’s broader
strategy to mitigate the social and health harms
associated with drug abuse and to facilitate the
reintegration of recovering addicts into society. They
noted that, alongside medical treatment, educational
and supportive interventions are being implemented
to promote the social and economic rehabilitation of
these individuals.

In accordance with the decree of the Supreme
Leader of the Islamic Emirate, the cultivation,
production, trafficking, and consumption of
narcotics are strictly prohibited in the country.
Relevant authorities are committed to full
enforcement of these regulations. Local officials
underscore that the identification, treatment, and
rehabilitation of individuals with substance use
disordersareintegral componentsof acomprehensive
strategy aimed at combating narcotics and ensuring
public safety and health.

These programs demonstrate a coordinated and
systematic approach by the Islamic Emirate to reduce
the social impact of addiction and create meaningful
opportunities for individuals to reintegrate into
normal life. #

Deputy PM Hanafi
Discusses
Humanitarian and
Development
Cooperation with...

...rehabilitation and treatment as well.

Mrs. Boscovic further acknowledged the Islamic
Emirate’s effective management of the refugee
repatriation process and expressed the European Union’s
intention to assist returnees through housing and
employment initiatives.

In response, Mawlavi Abdul Salam Hanafi expressed
appreciation for the European Unions continued
engagement and humanitarian support to returnees and
carthquake-affected communities. He reaffirmed the
Islamic  Emirate’s commitment to constructive
cooperation and highlighted the challenges posed by
climate change, natural disasters, and the reintegration of
returning migrants.

He called upon regional and international partners to
uphold their shared responsibilities in safeguarding the

rights and welfare of migrants and displaced persons. #
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