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Issue #85

Afghanistan’s Exports Rise by $0
Percent

Office of the Deputy Prime Minister for Economic
Affairs has reported a 30 percent increase in Afghanistan’s
export volume. During the first six months of the current
fiscal year, the country’s total trade volume reached USD
6.783 billion, reflecting a significant rise compared to the

Afghanistan and
Turkmenistan Sign
Protocol on Energy

Cooperation

'}/

Da Afghanistan Breshna Sherkat (DABS) has
announced the signing of a Joint Cooperation Protocol
with Turkmenistan’s Ministry of Energy aimed at
expediting joint projects and strengthening...ContP#4

Ministry of Mines:
71 Kilometers of
TAPI Pipeline
Route Prepared for
Installation

Amid optimism regarding regional cooperation and
economic development, Afghanistan’s Ministry of
Mines and Petroleum announced...ContP#4

final six months of the previous year.

Citing data from the Ministry of Industry and Commerce,
the report attributes this growth to improvements in the
national economic environment, the expansion of
domestic production, and the...ContP#4

Afghanistan’s Minister
of Industry and
Commerce at the 11th
World Free Zones
Congress: Emphasis
on Digital Trade and
Sustainable
Development

The 11th International Congress of the World Free
Zones Organization, themed “Reimagining Trade
Through Digital Solutions in a Transforming World,”
convened with the participation of Nooruddin Azizi,
Minister of Industry and Commerce of the Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan...ContP#4

Editorial

Shaping
Afghanistan’s
Cities: Strategic
and Sustainable
Urban Planning for
the Future

Afghanistan stands at the threshold of a new era in
urban development. The formulation and handover
of 587 urban plans by the Ministry of Urban
Development and Housing marks not merely an
administrative milestone, but the beginning of a
transformative phase in shaping the country’s urban
future. These comprehensive plans encompass all 34
provinces of Afghanistan, including strategic and
detailed urban plans; a large-scale initiative regarded
as a pivotal moment in the nation’s urban development
history. Urban progress is not solely defined by the
construction of buildings, roads, or parks; it entails
creating a livable environment that enhances the
quality of life, fosters economic opportunity, and
safeguards the natural environment.After decades of
conflict, disorder, and unplanned expansion,
Afghanistan has now signaled its commitment to a
systematic and sustainable urban structure.

The effective implementation of these plans has the
potential to establish the groundwork for meaningful
transformation across Afghan cities — from
expanding road and transportation networks to
modernizing water and energy systems, advancing
sewage and sanitation infrastructure, developing
public parks, and elevating construction standards.
Collectively, these measures could redefine the
essence of urban living in the country.

Beyond the physical dimension, this initiative reflects
a conceptual and policy-driven shift — one that,
under the guidance of the leadership of the Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan, underscores the importance
of planning-oriented development. If executed with
transparency, integrity, and professionalism, these
plans could bring about profound improvements in
cityscapes, living conditions, economic activity, and
environmental sustainability.

However, the true test of any plan lies in its
implementation, not its formulation. Successful
execution requires adherence to technical standards,
public participation, transparency, and long-term
sustainability  principles. Only through this
comprehensive and inclusive approach can
Afghanistan move from theoretical frameworks to
tangible and lasting improvements in urban life.
Ultimately, the future of Afghanistan’s urban
development hinges on the successful realization of
these plans.|f this opportunity is effectively harnessed,
Afghanistan will not only acquire a new blueprint for
urban growth but also take a decisive and enduring
step toward a well-organized, resilient, and human-
centered urban future. #
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Sar-e-Pul Begins
Construction of
Major Water Supply
Projects

The Directorate of Rural Rehabilitation and
Development (DRRD) of Sar-e-Pul Province has
officially launched the construction of seven water
supply projects in the districts of Sancharak and Sozma
Qala.

The total investment for these projects is estimated at
approximately AFN 52 million, with the primary
objective of providing households with reliable access
to safe drinking water and enhancing the overall quality
of life for local residents.

The implementation of these projects will not only
improve water supply but also generate employment
opportunities for hundreds of local workers. Upon
completion, it is expected that nearly 2,300 families in
Sancharak and Sozma Qala will benefit from safe and
accessible drinking water. Officials emphasized that these
projects form part of the DRRD’ comprehensive strategy
to expand and strengthen water infrastructure in rural
areas of Sar-e-Pul Province, and efforts to implement
similar initiatives in other districts are underway. #

Afghanistan’s Minister
of Industry and
Commerce at the 11th
World Free...

...The event brought together ministers, deputy ministers,
heads, and representatives of international and regional
organizations. In his keynote address, Minister Azizi
underscored the pivotal role of free economic zones in
fostering economic growth, promoting trade, and
advancing the United Nations Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs).

He outlined practical strategies for the development of
Afghanistan’s special economic zones, highlighting three
primary areas of focus: the enhancement of digital
infrastructure, the empowerment of the private sector,
and the strengthening of regional cooperation
frameworks. Minister Azizi also emphasized the
Ministry’s commitment to expanding international
partnerships and acknowledged the constructive
contributions of global organizations in supporting
Afghanistan’s economic initiatives.

In another segment of the conference, participants were
briefed on Afghanistan’s investment opportunities across
various sectofrs.

Attendees exchanged perspectives and experiences
concerning the development of free zones and the
utilization of e-commerce and emerging technologies to
drive sustainable growth.

The World Free Zones Congress, held annually, serves as
a vital platform for dialogue and knowledge exchange
among government leaders and international institutions,
fostering stronger multilateral cooperation and innovation
in global trade. #

ARG Pana - 4, 3l

Afghanistan’s
Exports Rise by
30)...

...Islamic Emirate’s targeted focus on facilitating trade
and supporting private enterprise.

According to the Ministry, the Islamic Emirate’s adoption
of adevelopment-oriented economic policy; emphasizing
export facilitation, industrial growth, and investor
support—has laid the foundation for continued progress.
In the past six months, Afghanistan exported goods
valued at USD 748 million to Pakistan, India, the United
Arab Emirates, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Turkey, Iran,
China,and Iraq. The report further notes that Afghanistan
now maintains commercial relations with over 80
countries, while the number of operational manufacturing
plants has grown from 3,500 to 6,500 over the past four
years, creating substantial employment opportunities
both directly and indirectly. #

Afghanistan and

Turkmenistan Sign
Protocol on Energy...

...bilateral collaboration in the power sector.
According to an official statement, the protocol was
signed following two days of technical meetings
between Dr. Abdul Bari Omar, Chief Executive Officer
of Da Afghanistan Breshna Sherkat, and Murad
Artikov, Director General for International Projects at
Turkmenistan’s Ministry of Energy.

The discussions covered several strategic initiatives,
including electricity supply projects for Badghis
(Balamurghab District), Jawzjan (Khamab and Qargin
Districts), the expansion of imported power to Herat
Province, enhancement of power quality, and progress
on the 500-kilovolt transmission line connecting
Turkmenistan to Kabul.

The two sides also reviewed the TAP (Turkmenistan—
Afghanistan—Pakistan) 500 kV power transmission
project, expressing optimism about accelerated
implementation and tangible progress in the near
future. Da Afghanistan Breshna Sherkat emphasized its
commitment to improving and expanding energy
services to support industrial, commercial, and
agricultural development nationwide. #
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India Provides
Food Assistance to
Earthquake
Victims in
Afghanistan

The Spokesperson of India’s Ministry of External
Affairs announced that New Delhi has extended
food aid to assist victims of the recent earthquake in
Afghanistan.

In a statement posted on X (formerly Twitter),
Ministry Spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said the
humanitarian consignment was handed over by
India’s External Affairs Minister, Dr. S. Jaishankar, to
Afghanistan’s Foreign Minister, Mawlawi Amir Khan
Muttagi.

As announced earlier, Dr. Jaishankar, during his
meeting with Foreign Minister Mawlawi Amir Khan
Muttaqji, delivered additional food supplies as part of
India’s
Afghanistan’s  earthquake-affected ~communities,
Jaiswal stated. Afghanistan’s Foreign Minister had
traveled to New Delhi earlier in the week. During

ongoing humanitarian  assistance  to

their bilateral engagement on Friday, Dr. Jaishankar
reaffirmed Indias commitment to supporting
Afghanistan, announcing the allocation of 20
ambulances for the country—five of which have
already been delivered—and expressed India’s
readiness to deepen and sustain cooperative ties. #

Ministry of Mines:
71 Kilometers of’

TAPI Pipeline
Route...

...significant progress on the TAPI (Turkmenistan—
Afghanistan—Pakistan—India) Gas Pipeline Project.
According to official data, 71 kilometers of the pipeline
route within Afghanistan have been fully prepared for
installation, while 100 kilometers have been surveyed
and mapped.

Experts have lauded the TAPI project as a cornerstone
of regional integration—expected to
Afghanistan’s  geopolitical
employment, and strengthen its role as a transit hub for

enhance
relevance,  generate
energy and trade.

In a recent telephone conversation, the Foreign
Ministers of Afghanistan and Turkmenistan reviewed
bilateral political and economic relations, describing
TAPI’s implementation progress as positive and
pledging to expand practical cooperation across
multiple sectors. The TAPI project, which will transport
Turkmen gas through Afghanistan to Pakistan and
India, is regarded as one of the most significant
economic and strategic projects in the region.
Construction work resumed on September 11, 2024,
after several years of suspension, in a ceremony
attended by senior Afghan and Turkmen officials. #
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