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TAPI: A New Phase in
Afghanistan-Turkmenistan
Economic Cooperation

Under the leadership of Deputy Prime Minister for
Economic Affairs, Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar Akhund,
a high-level delegation of the Islamic Emirate of
Afghanistan, along with the National Leader of
Turkmenistan, Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedov, and his

Kazakhstan
Expresses Interest in
Investing in
Afghanistan’s Gold
and Copper Mining
Sector

Deputy PM Meets
EU Special

Representative for
Afghanistan

Mawlawi Abdul Salam Hanafi, Deputy Prime Minister
for Administrative Affairs, met with Gilles Bertrand, the
European Union’s Special Representative for Afghanistan,
and his accompanying delegation...ContP#4

accompanying delegation, visited Afghanistan to review
the ongoing progress of the TAPI project.

Deputy Prime Minister Baradar expressed gratitude to
the Turkmen National Leader for visiting Afghanistan to
observe the project’s implementation...ContP#4

Afghanistan’s
Minister of Water
and Energy
Participates in
Russia Energy Week
Forum

Russian
Energy Week

Mullah Abdul Latif Mansoor, Minister of Water and
Energy of the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan,

participated in the International Forum of Russia Energy
Week.

The global forum, attended by senior government
officials, investors, and energy sector experts from
various countries, serves as a major platform for fostering
cooperation, investment, innovation, and the exchange
of advanced technologies in the energy field.
Representing Afghanistan, Minister Mansoor highlighted
the activities, achievements, and future cooperation
priorities of the Ministry of Water and Energy. He
emphasized Afghanistans vast energy potential and
abundant investment opportunities...ContP#4
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Issue #86

Editorial

Media Integrity
and Responsible
Communication in
Combating
Rumors

In today’s interconnected world, where information
travels across continents in mere seconds, the
rapid dissemination of news serves as both a
hallmark  of scientific and  technological
advancement and a major conduit for the spread
of falsehoods and rumors.

A rumor is an unfounded and unverified piece of
information that can deeply influence public
emotions, perceptions, and decisions. lts
consequences extend far beyond individual belief
— undermining social trust, stability, and unity.

In such an environment, the media stand as beacons
of truth — illuminating reality amidst uncertainty.
Responsible and credible media organizations can
play a decisive role in curbing misinformation by
disseminating accurate, verified information;
enlightening public understanding; and preserving
intellectual clarity within society. Conversely,
irresponsible reporting and unverified sources can
sow confusion, erode trust, and fracture social
cohesion.

The ethical foundations of journalism rest upon
the pursuit of truth, verification of sources, and
respect for the public interest. When media
institutions uphold these principles, they not only
prevent the spread of falsehoods but also
strengthen public confidence and reinforce
national unity. Promoting investigative journalism,
rigorously assessing information sources, and
exposing the origins of rumors must remain
central to the mission of every responsible media
outlet. In the digital era — where social media
platforms have become the primary battleground
of information — rumors spread faster and wider
than ever before. Yet, traditional media such as
radio, television, and print publications continue to
embody authority and reliability. Through the
delivery of official perspectives, verified reports,
and analytical insights, these outlets can restore
public confidence and reaffirm the media’s role as
a trusted source of truth. Ultimately, the true
calling of the media extends beyond the simple act
of reporting news. It lies in safeguarding public
awareness, fostering trust, and preserving national
unity. The media can effectively counter
misinformation only when guided by truth,
transparency, and professional ethics.

Indeed, the media constitute society’s first line of
defense against misinformation — the light that, if
extinguished, would plunge communities into the
darkness of ignorance and distrust. #
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...and enhance coordination in this area.

He described the TAPI project as a vital initiative for
regional cooperation, economic integration, and shared
prosperity, noting that 14 kilometers of practical work
have already been completed in Afghanistan.

The Deputy Prime Minister emphasized that the Islamic
Emirate’s vision extends beyond TAPI, encompassing
broader efforts to develop an economic corridor between
Afghanistan and Turkmenistan. This corridor includes
the TAP-500 electricity transmission project, railway
construction, roads, logistics centers, and other economic
initiatives, all of which the Islamic Emirate is fully
committed to implementing, securing, and sustaining;
Baradar also encouraged Turkmenistan and international
partners to seize investment opportunities in Afghanistan
and actively participate in the country’s economic
development.

Kazakhstan
Expresses Interest in
Investing in...

i

According to the Ministry of Mines and Petroleum of
Afghanistan, the Minister of Mines held discussions with
a delegation of Kazakh officials to strengthen bilateral
relations, expand trade, and explore other matters of

mutual interest.

During the meeting, the Deputy Minister of Industry
and Construction of Kazakhstan expressed his country’s
interest in having Kazakh mining companies invest in
Afghanistan’s mineral resources, particularly gold and
copper deposits.

In addition, the Deputy Minister of Transport of
Kazakhstan proposed the construction of a railway line
from Torghundi to Herat Province. The Afghan Minister
of Mines and Petroleum welcomed Kazakhstan’s interest
in investing in the mining sector and assured that all
cooperation and joint ventures would be conducted in
accordance with Afghanistan’s laws and regulations.
Currently, Afghanistan and Kazakhstan enjoy robust
economic relations, with bilateral trade wvalued at
approximately USD 500 million annually. Afghanistan’s
exports to Kazakhstan primarily include fruit juices, non-
alcoholic beverages, raisins, vegetables, onions, and
grapes, while imports from Kazakhstan mainly consist of
flour, iron, linen, wheat, industrial raw materials, chemical
fertilizers, and petroleum products. #

~— r'-._._ = —"--l-_—-_

Turkmenistan’s ~ National =~ Leader,  Gurbanguly
Berdimuhamedov, praised the strengthening of relations
between Kabul and Ashgabat and thanked the Islamic
Emirate for its full cooperation in implementing this
critical regional project. He stressed that the TAPI project
is a top priority for Turkmenistan, will contribute to
regional economic stability, and enjoys robust
international support.

Berdimuhamedov confirmed that Turkmenistan will
complete the TAPI project within the designated
timeframe, projecting approximately one billion USD in
annual revenue for Afghanistan.

In conclusion, Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar Akhund
called on neighboring countries to prioritize relations
based on mutual respect rather than confrontation,
emphasizing the importance of respecting national
sovereignty, dignity, and the interests of each nation. #

Deputy PM Meets

EU Special
Representative for...

...During the meeting, Bertrand commended the Islamic
Emirate for its achievements in several areas, including
the eradication of poppy cultivation, prevention of
drug trafficking and use, and the establishment of
nationwide security.

He also discussed the return of Afghan refugees, noting
that although challenges were anticipated following
repatriation from neighboring countries, the Islamic
Emirate had managed the process effectively. Bertrand
reaffirmed the European Union’s readiness to support
returning refugees across multiple sectors.

In response, Deputy Prime Minister Hanafi warmly
welcomed Bertrand and his delegation, expressing
appreciation for the EU’s continued support for the
Afghan people and repatriated citizens. He highlighted
that the Islamic Emirate has mobilized all available
resources to provide services and assistance to returning
Afghans. Hanafi reiterated the commitment of the
Islamic Emirate to maintaining positive, balanced, and
mutually respectful relations with regional and
international partners, based on non-interference,

mutual respect, and economic cooperation. #

£2021 - Gty VFo v = ot VFFY IS Gunenls 5 f

Afghanistan’s
Minister of Water
and Energy
Participates in...

...The primary goal of his participation was to expand
international cooperation in water and energy, build
confidence among foreign investors, and lay the
groundwork for practical initiatives that contribute to
Afghanistan’s sustainable economic growth. #

Deputy PM Holds
Talks with
Russian Investors

Mullah  Abdul Ghani Baradar Akhund, Deputy
Prime Minister for Economic Affairs, met with
representatives from several Russian companies at
his office.

The Russian delegation expressed their readiness to
invest in Afghanistan across multiple sectors,
including the exploration and extraction of oil, zinc,
copper, and chromite; water resource management;
electricity generation; and industrial machinery
production. They also announced plans to establish
a liaison office in Kabul to facilitate coordination
with relevant Afghan authorities.

Deputy Prime Minister Baradar welcomed the
interest of Russian companies in Afghanistan’s
economic development and assured them of the
Islamic Emirate’s full cooperation and support
across all relevant sectors. #

Major Irrigation
Canal
Rehabilitation
Kicks Off in
Uruzgan

The rehabilitation of a 900-meter-long irrigation canal in
the Darazjoy area of Dehrawud District, Uruzgan
Province, was formally inaugurated by Mullah
Mohammad Younus Akhundzada, Minister of Rural
Rehabilitation and Development.

Valued at approximately 28 million Afghanis, the project
includes the rehabilitation of the canal, construction of
retaining walls, and establishment of a water intake
structure.

Ministry officials noted that the project will create
employment opportunities for hundreds of local
residents. Upon completion, it is expected to supply
irrigation water to hundreds of acres of farmland,
significantly boosting agricultural productivity and
supporting local livelihoods. #
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