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Trade Agreements Worth Over $300
Million Signed Between Afghanistan and
Uzbekistan

A business connectivity conference aimed at expanding trade between Afghanistan and Uzbekistan and addressing mutual
economic needs was held with the participation of Nooruddin Azizi, Minister of Industry and Commerce; Erkinjon
Turdimov, Governor of Syrdarya Region; Mohammad Alam Jamil, Deputy Minister of Economy;...ContP#4

Hundreds of
Women’s Rights

Cases Addressed in
Ghor Province

According to Bakhtar News Agency, officials from the
Directorate of Vice and Virtue and Complaints

Handling in Ghor Province announced that since the
beginning of the current fiscal year, 295 cases related to
forced marriage, the exchange of women to settle
disputes, women’s dowry and inheritance rights, and
other family disputes have been handled...ContP#4

Cash Assistance
Delivered to 2,700
Vulnerable
Families in
Bamyan

The Disaster Preparedness Directorate of Bamyan
province, distributed cash assistance to 2,700 vulnerable
families in the provincial center and Yakawlang,..ContP#4

Gold Mining
Projects Employ
Over 100,000
Workers Across
Badakhshan
Province

Gold mining operations across several districts of
Badakhshan Province have provided direct and indirect
employment to more than 100,000 people.

Beyond job creation, these activities have...ContP#4

$8 Million Salt
Production Facility
Opens in Balkh
Province, Creating
Employment
Opportunity

...ContP#4
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Issue #102

Editorial

February 15 in
Afghan History:
Reflecting on
Independence,
Peace, and Social
Cohesion

February |5 in Afghanistan’s historical memory is
not merely a date on the calendar; it stands as a
symbol of a pivotal chapter in the country’s
contemporary history. On this day, the official
withdrawal of the Soviet military from Afghanistan
was recorded; a moment marking the end of a
turbulent period and the beginning of a new phase
in the nation’s political and social life. This event
serves as a solemn reminder of the heavy human,
social, and economic costs endured by the Afghan
people in their pursuit of sovereignty.

The commemoration of this day by the Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan, coupled with officials’
emphasis on avoiding divisions, conveys a message
that extends beyond ceremonial symbolism. Central
to this message is the importance of learning from
historical ~experience; an experience that
demonstrates how divisions, at many critical
junctures, have facilitated instability and foreign
intervention. The call for cohesion and moving
beyond cycles of discord and revenge is, in essence,
an appeal to redefine national priorities within the
framework of stability and social solidarity.
Examining the consequences of the Soviet war in
Afghanistan reveals the profound dimensions of this
event. Millions were displaced, hundreds of
thousands suffered injuries, and the country’s
economic and social structures were subjected to
widespread destruction.  This  experience
underscores that peace, security, and stability are
fragile achievements, sustainable only through
national unity, responsible governance, and a
forward-looking vision.

Today’s reflection is less a recounting of historical
victory than a reminder of collective responsibility
for the future. Afghanistan’s history repeatedly
shows that military success bears lasting fruit only
when accompanied by political maturity, mutual
tolerance, and social cohesion. The commemoration
of February |5 offers an opportunity to reconsider
the enduring truth that independence and stability
are preserved not solely through resistance, but
through solidarity, prudent governance, and the
avoidance of past mistakes.

Ultimately, the value of this observance lies in
reaffirming a fundamental principle: nations that
learn from their history build a more informed and
resilient future. Afghanistan today, more than ever,
needs to transform the bitter lessons of the past
into a source of unity, reconstruction, and progress
toward a stable and promising tomorrow.
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Hundreds of
Women’s Rights
Cases Addressed...

...Mawlawi Mohammad Isa Jaber, the directorate’s media
officer, stated that as a result of sustained institutional
efforts and cooperation from community members and
religious scholars, 32 forced marriages were prevented.
He added that authorities addressed 45 cases concerning
women’s dowry rights, 35 inheritance-related cases, and
183 cases involving broader family disputes.

Cash Assistance
Delivered to 2.700
VYulnerable...

...District No. 1.

Under a cooperation agreement between the National
Disaster Preparedness Authority and a social services
organization, AFN 6,839,100 was allocated, with each
family receiving AFN 2,533 in financial support.

Water Supply and
Humanitarian
Projects
Implemented in
Nangarhar, Parwan

and Kabul Provinces

The Ministry of Rural Rehabilitation and Development
implemented new infrastructure and humanitarian
support projects across multiple provinces.

A water supply network costing AFN 3.9 million was
completed in Bati Kot District of Nangarhar Province,
while construction of another network valued at over
AFN 5 million began in Behsud District to support
returning migrants. In Jabal Saraj District of Parwan
Province, a water project costing AFN 4.7 million was
finalized. Furthermore, emergency cash assistance was
distributed to 680 vulnerable families in Deh Sabz
District of Kabul Province.

These initiatives aim to strengthen rural infrastructure,
improve living standards, and enhance social support.

ARG Pana - 41, 3!

Trade Agreements
Worth Over $300
Million Signed
Between
Afghanistan and...

...Sayed Karim Hashemi, Chairman of the Board of the
Afghanistan Chamber of Commerce and Investment;
and a number of traders from both countries.

During the conference, Minister Azizi emphasized the
strong commitment to expanding bilateral economic
relations, noting that this determination has contributed
to unprecedented growth in trade ties in recent years.
Referring to increased trade volume projected for 2025
compared to 2024 and the broad scope for cooperation,
he announced the signing of a preferential agreement
covering eight categories of goods from Afghanistan
and six categories from Uzbekistan.

Governor Turdimov spoke about the historical and
economic relations between the two countries,
highlighting the presence of approximately 30 Afghan
traders operating in Syrdarya Region. He underscored
opportunities for joint industrial ventures, state
enterprises, and new practical projects, while also drawing
attention to Uzbekistan’s investment climate and export
access to European markets. He encouraged traders to
share their perspectives and proposals.

Additional remarks were delivered by Sayed Karim
Hashemi and T.al Mohammad Walizada, Ditector of
Sustainable Development Goals at the Ministry of
Economy, focusing onavenues for economic cooperation.
As a result of the conference and related business
meetings, 25 trade agreements valued at over USD 300
million were signed in sectors including construction,
food products, agriculture, furniture, clothing, and
pharmaceuticals.

Authorities
Resolve Eight

Tribal and Family
Disputes in
Badakhshan

Personnel from the Ministry of Vice and Virtue and
Complaints Handling, resolved eight disputes involving
tribal and family conflicts in several districts of
Badakhshan province.

The disputes stemmed from family disagreements,
tribal  tensions, inheritance matters, and social
misunderstandings. Through mediation, the involved
parties were encouraged toward reconciliation in
accordance with Islamic principles.

Officials noted that nearly 400 similar disputes have
been resolved nationwide over the past three months.

£2021 - Gty VFo v = ot VFFY IS Gunenls 5 f

Gold Mining
Projects Employ

Over 100,000
Workers Across...

significantly improved local economic conditions.
Furthermore, mining contractors have initiated 17
development projects valued at AFN 223 million,
including construction of five major bridges over the
Kokcha River, road works, water supply networks, and
public service infrastructure.

The leadership of the Ministry of Mines and Petroleum
emphasized that lawful extraction and transparent
management of mineral resources remain key priorities
to strengthen the national economy and deliver
sustainable benefits to surrounding communities.

$8 Million Salt
Production Facility
Opens in Balkh
Province,
Creating...

..According to Bakhtar News Agency, a new salt

production and processing facility has begun operations
in Balkh Province. Built by a domestic investor with an
investment of approximately USD 8 million, the factory
has a daily production capacity of 240 tons and has
created employment for around 50 individuals.

Factory manager Ghulam Rasool Malekzai stated that
the facility can meet a significant portion of domestic
demand, with plans to increase production and expand
exports.

Provincial industry officials described the opening as a
positive step for private sector growth, noting the
expansion of industrial activity in recent years.

Four Women
Rescued from
Domestic Violence
in Farah Province

Officials from the Ministry of Vice and Virtue and
Complaints Handling, rescued four women in
Parchaman District of Farah Province who had been
subjected to prolonged domestic abuse and deprivation
of their legal and religious rights.

Authorities reported that following formal complaints,
the women were removed from abusive conditions and
their rights were upheld in accordance with Islamic law.
Over the past three years, the ministry has addressed
thousands of related cases nationwide.
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