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Acting Minister
of Public Works
Signs Contract
for 31.6 kmm
Connecting
Maidan Wardak
and Logar
Provinces

Haji Mullah Mohammad Isa Sani, the Acting
Minister of Public Works, has signed a
contract for the construction of a
31.6-kilometer connecting road between
Maidan Wardak and Logar provinces, with a
total value exceeding 713 million Afghanis.
The project will be implemented in two
phases with two different construction
companies.

The road will span 31.6 kilometers and will
include the construction of 120...ContP#4
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Qush Tepa Canal Project: 87% of
Excavation and 75% of Dam
Construction Completed

During an official visit to northern Afghanistan,
Mawlawi Ahmad Jan Bilal, the CEO of Amarti
Companies, alongside Abdul Rahman Atash,
the CEO of the National Development

Company, and their respective delegations,
inspected the ongoing work on the Qush Tepa
Canal Project, which includes the dam
construction, the second phase...ContP#4

Norwegian

Charge d’Affaires
Meets with
Acting Minister
of Economy

In the meeting, Peer Albert Alsas, the
Norwegian Charge d’Affaires, commended
the Islamic Emirate’s management and
implementation of Afghanistan’s economic
programs as a significant achievement over
the past three years, despite the challenges
posed by economic sanctions, asset freezes,
and the suspension of international
development aid. He further...ContP#4

Afghanistan
and
Kazakhstan
Engage in
Talks to
Address Trade
Challenges

The Acting Minister of Industry and
Commerce, Haji Nooruddin Azizi, held
a meeting with the Ambassador of the
Republic of Kazakhstan, Giziz Akbasov,
in Kabul to address key issues...ContP#4

4,000 Households in Farah
Gained Access to Electricity,
Enhancing Local Livelihood

Officials from the Farah Electricity Company
have announced that, following the Taliban’s
return to power, 4,000 households in the

province have been connected to the electricity
grid.
The Operations Manager...ContP#4

Over $6 Million Investment in Darae
Noor Marble Project in Kandahar

The Acting Minister of Mines and Petroleum, Mullah Hidayatullah Badri, and the Deputy of
Amioglu Turkish Company, Musa Amioglu, have officially signed the contract for the Darae
Noor Marble Project in Kandahar in a ceremony held in Kabul...ContP#4
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Address:
Marble Palace, Opposite to the
Ministry of Foriegn Affairs, Kabul,
Afghanistan

Herat Exports
Pistachios
Worth Nearly
$25 Ml]llon

The Herat Chamber of Commerce and
Investment reports that pistachio exports from
the province have reached a value of
approximately $25 million in the current year.
According to officials, this marks a 21%
increase in pistachio exports compared to the

previous year.

Furthermore, the Herat Department of
Agriculture and Livestock has
significant rise in the pistachio harvest this year.
The department revealed that more than 7,000
tons of pistachios have been harvested in the

noted a

province this year.

Statistical data shows that over 90% of the
country’s pistachios are sourced from the wild
forests of Herat, Badghis, and several northern
provinces. #

Afghanistan’s
Cotton
Production
Surges to
159,000 Tons

Across 19
Provinces

T At
Tk !ﬂ.g
o 11*

% t‘:n_ﬂ ﬂg’x'ﬁ

The National Statistics and Information
Authority has  conducted its
comprehensive survey on cotton production
across 15 provinces this year. Findings from the
survey indicate that the total cotton yield has
reached 159,000 tons.

Statistical analysis demonstrates a 30% increase

in cotton production compared to the previous
year. Among the leading...ContP#4
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Qush Tepa Canal Project: 87% of
Excavation and 75% of Dam...

...excavation, and the construction of bridges
along the canal’s route.

In the course of the visit, Mawlawi Ahmad Jan
Bilal underscored the significance of the Qush
Tepa Canal Project, describing it as one of
Afghanistan’s most important and strategic
initiatives for water management and the
mechanization of agriculture.

Mawlawi Bilal also commended the leadership
of the National Development Company,
praising the progress achieved in the region,
which he noted surpassed expectations.

Abdul Rahman Atash, the CEO of the
National Development Company, expressed

his gratitude to Mawlawi Ahmad Jan Bilal for
personally overseeing the ongoing work on the
Qush Tepa Canal Project.

In his remarks, Mr. Atash reassured the Afghan
people that the Qush Tepa Canal Project is
advancing rapidly, with full compliance to the
required standards, and is being executed
efficiently by Afghan engineers.

It is noteworthy that 87% of the excavation for
the second phase of the Qush Tepa Canal has
been completed, 75% of the dam construction
has been finalized, and the construction of
seven bridges along the canals path is
progressing swiftly. #
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Afghanistan and Kazakhstan
Engage in Talks to...

...concerning bilateral trade relations.

During the discussion, both parties reviewed
the establishment of a business center for
Afghantradersin Almaty, theimplementation
of agreements between the business
communities of both nations, opportunities
for Kazakh investment in Afghanistan, and

the facilitation of visa issuance for Afghan
traders by the Kazakh Embassy in Kabul.
The meeting concluded with a focus on
identifying pathways to resolve the trade
challenges faced by businesses from both
countries, aiming to strengthen bilateral
commercial cooperation. # y

4,000 Households in Farah Gained
Access to Electricity....

Acting Minister of Public Works
Signs Contract for 31.6 km...

...small bridges along its length. The route begins at Qala Amir in Dara Tang and passes through
the areas of Alwazi, Dugh Abad, Sholok, and Babos, ultimately connecting to Pul-e-Alam, the
capital of Logar province. The construction is set to be completed within 16 months.

The first phase of the road, covering 17.4 kilometers, has been contracted to Ichco Construction
Company for an amount of 47,388,492.7 Afghanis, while the second phase, extending 14.2
kilometers, has been awarded to Tabish Omid Construction and Road Building Company for
23,944,837.8 Afghanis.

In addition, the Acting Minister recently signed contracts for five survey and detailed design
projects for the Herat-Kandahar railway line, valued at approximately 264 million Afghanis. #

4 )
Editorial: By: Hashmat Nasiri

New Khairkhwah Market: A
Landmark Commercial Project
in the Heart of Kabul

New Khairkhwah Market is one of the most prominent commercial projects in the heart of Kabul,
established to offer an enhanced shopping and business experience for Afghan citizens and

...of the Farah Electricity Company, Salahuddin, reported that electricity has now been supplied
to residents in five districts of Farah City. Furthermore, the installation of an additional
transformer is expected to extend electricity access to six more districts in the near future.
According to the authorities, the provision of electricity in Farah City has had a significant positive
impact on both the daily lives and economic activities of the local population. #

Afghanistan’s Cotton Production
Surges to 159,000...

...cotton-producing provinces, Helmand recorded the highest output at 80,000 tons, followed by
Balkh with over 34,000 tons, Kandahar exceeding 11,000 tons, Jawzjan at approximately 11,000 tons,
and Nangarhar with over 5,000 tons.

For the first time, the National Statistics and Information Authority has utilized remote sensing
technology to accurately map the land under cotton cultivation. The survey results confirm that
105,000 hectares of farmland have been allocated for cotton cultivation across the country.

As a key export commodity, cotton holds significant economic value. In the previous year alone, the
country exported cotton and cottonseed worth $273 million, contributing substantially to the

entrepreneurs. Strategically located on Nader Pashtun Road, this state-of-the-art complex has rapidly
emerged as a vital commercial hub within the capital. national economy. #
This commercial complex was built through a Public-Private Partnership (PPP) with an investment

of approximately $34 million on an area of over 9,361 square meters.

Over $6 Million Investment in Darae Noor
Marble...

The complex comprises approximately 1,300 retail outlets and offices, a parking facility with a
capacity for 1,800 vehicles, a mosque accommodating up to 1,800 worshippers, a restaurant, green
spaces, and dedicated recreational and sports areas. The structure, spanning nine floors, designates
two levels for parking, while the remaining seven floors accommodate offices and retail spaces.

The construction of this complex began after the re-establishment of the Islamic Emirate in Kabul
and was completed after nearly three years. According to a decision by the Cabinet of the Islamic

Emirate of Afghanistan, the project will remain under private sector ownership for 30 years before
being transferred to the government. On February 11, 2025, New Khairkhwah Market was officially
inaugurated in a prestigious ceremony attended by senior officials of the Islamic Emirate of
Afghanistan, cabinet members, high-ranking private-sector representatives, national entrepreneurs,

investors, and representatives from vatrious organizations. During the inauguration, officials
underscored the project’s significance as a paragon of effective collaboration between the public and
...This ten-year contract involves an investment of $6.2 million by the company, which will

be allocated for standard exploration, extraction, and processing operations. During the
sighing event, the Acting Minister emphasized that, since the Taliban’s return to power, the
Ministry of Mines and Petroleum has successfully concluded multiple contracts for the
exploration and development of various marble mines, all of which are progressing with
complete transparency and efficiency.

The Deputy of Amioglu Company remarked on the company’s 50 years of experience in the
extraction and processing of marble, oil, and gas. He further assured that, following
production and processing, Afghan marble will be introduced on the international market,
and efforts will be made to secure specialized buyers.

It is noteworthy that the launch of this project will create hundreds of job opportunities and
deliver a range of social services to the local population. #

private sectors. Islamic Emirate officials reaffirmed that sustainable economic growth and national
development are intrinsically linked to the progress and expansion of the private sector. They
emphasized the Emirate’s unwavering commitment to fostering an investment-friendly environment
by providing facilitations and incentives that stimulate commercial activities.

Senior figures from the private sector, along with national investors and business leaders, expressed
their appreciation for the Islamic Emirate’s support in cultivating a more favorable investment
climate. They underscored their commitment to further investments and the implementation of
similar commercial projects in Kabul and other provinces. Several high-ranking officials, including
Mawlawi Abdul Salam Hanafi, Deputy Prime Minister for Administrative Affairs, Mawlawi Abdul
Manan Omari, Acting Minister of Labor and Social Affairs, and Dr. Mullah Abdul Wasi Khadem,
Chief of Staff of the Prime Minister’s Office, delivered addresses, reiterating that private-sector
growth remains a cornerstone of national economic progress. They further emphasized the
government’s steadfast commitment to supporting business development and foreign and domestic

investments in Afghanistan.

Officials highlighted that the successful completion of this project serves as a benchmark for
constructive cooperation between the public and private sectors, demonstrating that strategic
partnerships can yield substantial and tangible economic benefits. In addition, they noted that priority
has been granted to shopkeepers and entrepreneurs who previously suffered financial losses due to

Norwegian Charge d’Affaires Meets
with Acting Minister...

fire incidents, ensuring their reintegration into the commercial landscape. According to officials, New

Khairkhwah Market is a major project that has created numerous job and economic opportunities
for Afghan citizens. The successful execution of such large-scale projects reinforces Afghanistan’s
emergence as an attractive destination for investment and business activities. In closing, officials
expressed their profound gratitude to all individuals and organizations involved in the execution of
this pivotal project. They further called upon Afghan traders and investors to seize emerging
opportunities, contribute to national development, and play an instrumental role in Afghanistan’s
economic resurgence. With its contemporary architectural design, adherence to international
construction standards, and state-of-the-art facilities, New Khairkhwah Market is poised to become
one of Kabul’s premier commercial and shopping destinations, offering an unparalleled experience
for businesses and visitors alike. #

..assured the continuation of humanitarian
assistance to the Afghan people.

Abdul Rahman Habib, the spokesperson for
the Ministry of Economy, stated that during
the meeting, the Norwegian envoy reaffirmed
his country’s commitment to sustaining aid
to Afghanistan. The Acting Minister of
Economy expressed gratitude for Norway’s
humanitarian support and emphasized the

need for the international community and
development organizations to prioritize and
intensify their focus on assistance for
vulnerable populations and atfected regions.
This meeting takes place amidst a growing
trend of diplomatic engagement between
the Islamic Emirate and several countries
over the past three years. #
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