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Deputy PM and the Director of AIB

Discuss Investmment and Healthcare
Initiatives
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intermatianal Bank

The Deputy Prime Minister for Administrative Affairs,
Mawlawi Abdul Salam Hanafi, held a meeting with the
President of Afghanistan International Bank (AIB) and
national investor Alhaj Mohammad Ibrahim Moheb.
During the meeting, Mr. Moheb provided an overview of
the current economic, commercial, and investment climate
in Afghanistan, as well as an update on the operations and
initiatives undertaken by Afghanistan International Bank.
Mzr. Moheb highlighted the establishment of a specialized
cardiac and oncology hospital in Mazar-i-Sharif, a hospital in
Kabul, and the provision of financial assistance amounting
to one hundred thousand US dollars to support returning
refugees.

Mawlawi Abdul Salam Hanafi emphasized that trade and
investmentare critical drivers for the country’s reconstruction

and development. He affirmed the Islamic Emirate’s
commitment to supporting all forms of investment from
both domestic and international investors across all sectors.
Furthermore, the Deputy PM underscored the importance
of healthcare as a fundamental and vital need of the Afghan
people. He stressed the necessity of active participation by
the private sector alongside the Islamic Emirate in the
development and operation of healthcare facilities.
Mawlawi Abdul Salam Hanafi also expressed appreciation
for the support extended by traders and investors towards
returning refugees. He called upon neighboring countries to
recognize the significant return of refugees and to provide
necessary assistance to the Afghan people within their
capacity. #

Enhancing Humanitarian Services and
Migrant Rights: Meeting Between Deputy
PM and IOM Leadership

IGR A

— e ™ el

Mawlawi Abdul Salam Hanafi, Deputy Prime Minister for Administrative Affairs, held a meeting with Mr. Mohammad Abdiker,
Chief of Staff at the International Organization for Migration (IOM), and his accompanying delegation.

The meeting, convened to enhance the facilitation of humanitarian services and assistance for returning migrants, featured
remarks by Mr. Abdiker who commended the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan for its effective management of migrant affairs.
He further lauded the dedicated committees operating under the High Commission for Migrant Affairs for their comprehensive
service delivery and provision of humanitarian aid to migrants. Mr. Abdiker affirmed that the IOM remains committed to

supporting the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan in all efforts concerning migrant welfare.

Highlighting IOM’s ongoing initiatives, Mr. Abdiker spoke of the organization’s efforts to safeguard and uphold the rights of

returning migrants in host countries. He emphasized IOM’s collaboration with international partners to recognize migrants’
skills and facilitate access to employment opportunities and additional support...ContP#4

ATRA Facilitates
Communication for
Returning
Migrants with
Complimentary
SIM Card Initiative

The Afghanistan Telecommunications Regulatory Authority
(ATRA) has announced the distribution of complimentary
telecommunications services to returning Afghan migrants
at the Islam Qala border crossing,

According to ATRA’s spokesperson, since the initiation of
the forced repatriation of Afghan migrants from Iran,
approximately 200,000 SIM cards have been distributed free
of charge. These SIM cards are temporarily issued to
returnees for a period of four months based on their
migration identification cards, thereby facilitating their
immediate communication needs.

Jalaluddin Shams, ATRA’s spokesperson, affirmed that the
SIM cards are provided at no cost and emphasized that with
the formalization of the SIM card distribution process
nationwide, unauthorized access to SIM cards is strictly
prohibited. Recognizing that
neighboring countries lack official national identification,
ATRA has implemented this provisional measure enabling
migrants to obtain SIM cards using their migration
documentation.

Several returnees have expressed their appreciation for this
initiative, noting that receiving SIM cards at the Islam Qala
border has effectively addressed their urgent communication
requirements. They have also urged the government to
enhance services aimed at easing their reintegration process.
These measures are being implemented amidst the continuing
forced repatriation of Afghan migrants from neighboring
countries, notably Iran and Pakistan. #

many returnees from
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Enhancing
Humanitarian
Services and

Migrant Rights:
Meeting Between...

..In response, Mawlawi Abdul Salam Hanafi extended a
warm welcome to Mr. Abdiker and his accompanying
delegation and expressed sincere appreciation for 1OM’s
humanitarian assistance and unwavering collaboration in
addressing the challenges faced by migrants.

He acknowledged the recent increase in the forced
repatriation of Afghan migrants by neighboring countries
but assured that the situation remains under control. He
emphasized the Islamic Emirate’s ongoing commitment to
effectively addressing migrant
commendable cooperation received from both the public

concerns, noting the

and private sectors.

Mawlawi Abdul Salam Hanafi also highlighted the enhanced
deployment of human resources, infrastructure including
tents, vehicles, hangars, and other necessary logistical
support provided by relevant authorities. He underscored
the Islamic Emirate’s resolve to utilize all available resources
to deliver essential services to returning migrants.

Finally, the Deputy PM stressed the critical importance of
creating sustainable employment opportunities for migrants
and urged host countries and international stakeholders to
prioritize the protection of migrants’ rights. #

Afghanistan’s
Electricity Sector
Sees
Unprecedented
Foreign and
Domestic
Investment

Inless thanayear, Afghanistan has attracted an unprecedented
69 billion Afghanis in investment for the electricity sector,
with 70 percent of the funding sourced from foreign
investors.

The development marks a significant vote of confidence in
the nation’s energy market and signals the start of a new
chapter in its pursuit of energy self-sufficiency.

Abdul Bari Omar, Chief Executive Officer of Da
Afghanistan Breshna Sherkat, stated that during the past one
year, the company has signed, or is in the process of
finalizing, agreements and projects totaling 1,070 megawatts
of domestic electricity capacity. Of this investment, 70
percent has been secured from international sources.
According to Mr. Omar, the implementation of these
projects, coupled with the expansion of industrial parks, will
enable Afghanistan to meet its current electricity demand of
6,000 to 7,000 megawatts. He emphasized that this progress
is being achieved without reliance on the World Bank or
other international institutions, relying instead on a
combination of domestic and foreign capital.

The CEO also disclosed that powerful individuals and
former political officials in Kabul collectively owe 450
million Afghanis in unpaid electricity bills. He added that,
under current policy, all debtors — from ministers to
ordinary citizens — are being dealt with strictly in accordance
with the law. #
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Strengthening Afghanistan’s Regional
Connectivity via Strategic Railway...

...The Ministry of Public Works has announced that the provision of expanded facilities for both domestic and foreign investors
has stimulated interest among regional countries—including Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, Kazakhstan, Russia, the United Arab
Emirates, China, and Iran—to invest in Afghanistan’s infrastructure projects.

Mohammad Ashraf Hagshenas, spokesperson for the Ministry, noted that neighboring countries, particularly Uzbekistan,
Turkmenistan, Kazakhstan, and Iran, along with several others, have expressed strong interest in investing in Afghanistan’s
infrastructure development, with a specific focus on railway projects. Several MoUs and agreements have been formalized with
these nations.

Economic analysts assert that the development of the railway network will not only integrate Afghanistan into the markets of
its neighboring countries but also significantly enhance the country’s trade relations. This advancement is expected to serve as a
catalyst for sustainable economic growth and development.

At present, 261 kilometers of railway lines are operational within Afghanistan. Meanwhile, two major regional initiatives—the
“Afghan-Trans” and “Kandahar-Spin Boldak” projects—are poised to commence imminently. The implementation of these
projects is anticipated to reinforce Afghanistan’s strategic position within the region, establishing it as a critical nexus linking
Central Asia and South Asia. #

Advancing Standardized Mining
Practices for Economic Growth and
Employment

The Ministry of Mines and Petroleum has instituted targeted
programs to ensure the standardized management of

Afghanistan’s mineral resources and to combat illegal mining
activities.

According to the Ministry’s spokesperson, Mr. Homayoun
Afghan, these initiatives are designed to create employment
opportunities, attract investment, promote industrial growth,
and advance the country’s economic self-reliance.

Mr. Afghan emphasized that alongside stringent measures to
prevent mineral smuggling, efforts are underway to prioritize
the domestic processing of raw materials instead of exporting
them in their unprocessed form.

He stated, “Our commitment is to manage mineral resources
effectively to foster job creation, mobilize capital investment,
and stimulate sustainable economic growth.”

The spokesperson further explained that the mining tender
process is conducted with full transparency and simplicity,
with contracts awarded exclusively to firms that demonstrate
technical competence, financial robustness, and operational
commitment.

Ministry officials also noted that while some major mineral
deposits remain in the exploration phase, those currently in
production have already delivered tangible benefits to local
communities and generated significant revenue. #

Construction Resumes on Nangarhar’s
1,000-Bed Hospital, Boosting
Healthcare Access in Eastern

Afghanistan

Following several years of delay, construction activities have recommenced on the Eastern 1,000-Bed Hospital project in Nangarhar
Province. This significant healthcare infrastructure initiative, valued at 546 million Afghanis and overseen by the National
Development Corporation, is anticipated to serve as a critical medical hub for the eastern region of Afghanistan.

Local authorities in Nangarhar have highlighted that upon completion, the facility will enable hundreds of patients—who previously
sought treatment in neighboring countries—to access advanced healthcare services domestically.

The resumption of this project has been positively received by the local population, who stress the importance of adhering to
project timelines to expedite the hospital’s operational readiness and service delivery.

Furthermore, the Islamic Emirate has recently reactivated several other stalled healthcare infrastructure projects across Parwan,
Paktia, and Kunar provinces, underscoring a nationwide commitment to bolstering Afghanistan’s health system. #
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