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Pashdan Dam Commissioned for
Operation by Deputy PM Mullah Abdul

Ghani

The Pashdan Dam, located in Karukh District of Herat
Province, has officially been handed over for operation by
the Deputy Prime Minister for Economic Affairs, Mullah
Abdul Ghani Baradar.

During the ceremony, the Deputy Prime Minister highlighted
that as Afghans celebrate the fourth anniversary of their
independence, the Islamic Emirate has achieved significant
milestones over the past four years, particularly in the
implementation of Islamic law and in advancing political
and economic sectors. Among these achievements, the
Pashdan Dam stands out as a key infrastructure project now
ready for operational use.

Baradar

Twi

Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar described the Pashdan Dam as
a vital and strategic project for Herat Province. He
emphasized that its operation will mitigate the effects of
drought, address agricultural challenges, and support local
farmers.

Recalling his commitment during the initiation of the
project’s remaining works last year, the Deputy Prime
Minister affirmed that the Islamic Emirate would fully
complete the Pashdan Dam, a promise that has now been
realized.

He further noted that Afghanistan’s economy had historically
struggled under occupation, relying heavily on...ContP#4

Afghanistan and Uzbekistan Launch

S$243 Million Power Transmission and
Distribution Projects

In a ceremony held at the Government Media and Information Center, Da Afghanistan Breshna Sherkat and the Government
of Uzbekistan signed contracts for four significant power sector projects, in the presence of the esteemed Deputy Prime
Minister for Economic Affairs, Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar. The event was also attended by Minister of Energy of Uzbekistan.
The projects encompass, extension of the 500 kV Surkhan—Dasht-e-Alwan transmission line with a capacity of 1,000 MW,
expansion of the Arghandi Substation with a capacity of 800 MVA, extension of the 220 kV Kabul-Sheikh-Masri transmission
line with a capacity of 800 MW, and construction of the Sheikh-Masri Substation in Nangarhar with a capacity of 126 MVA.
Under the agreement, Uzbekistan will invest approximately $243 million in these initiatives. Upon completion, Afghanistan will
have the capacity to import 800—1,000 MW of electricity from Uzbekistan. The projects are expected to be completed within
18 months, significantly enhancing the country’s electricity transmission and distribution infrastructure. #

Deputy PM Meets
Uzbekistan’s
Energy Minister to
Strengthen

Bilateral
Cooperation

The Deputy Prime Minister for Economic Affairs, Mullah
Abdul Ghani Baradar, met with Jurabek Mirza Muhammadoyv,
Minister of Energy of Uzbekistan, and his accompanying
delegation at his office. The discussions focused on
strengthening bilateral economic relations, with particular
emphasis on expanding cooperation in the energy sector.
The Deputy Prime Minister highlighted that on the sidelines
of the 17th ECO Summit, he held a productive meeting with
Shavkat Mirziyoyev, President of Uzbekistan, regarding
political, economic, and trade relations between Kabul and
Tashkent. Following that engagement, and to implement the
decisions reached, several major energy agreements were
signed in Kabul between Da Afghanistan Breshna Sherkat
and the Government of Uzbekistan.

Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar urged that Uzbekistan ensure
strict adherence to project timelines and maintain the highest
standards of quality during implementation...ContP#4

Afghanistan
Expands Railway
Network to
Establish Regional
Transit Hub

Afghanistan currently operates nearly 400 kilometers of
primary and secondary railway lines, linking its four major
border terminals—Hairatan, Aqina, Torghundi, and Herat—
Khawaf—to Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, and Iran.

The Ministry of Public Works has reported that, to further
enhance this network, construction is underway on Phase
One of Section Four of the Khawaf—Herat railway, alongside
rehabilitation of the Hairatan—Mazar-i-Sharif line.
Furthermore, a memorandum of understanding has been
signed with Kazakhstan for the construction of the
Torghundi—Herat and Herat—Kandahar railway corridors,
with a total investment of $500 million.

In the area of port infrastructure, a $5 million contract for
the development of Torghundi Port has been finalized with
Turkmenistan, with construction expected to...ContP#4
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Pashdan Dam Commissioned for Operation by
Deputy PM...

...conditional foreign aid. The Islamic Emirate, he stated, is committed to strengthening the national economy independently
and reducing reliance on external support.

Highlighting broader economic initiatives, the Deputy Prime Minister stressed the Islamic Emirate’s support for national and
regional projects as a means of promoting economic stability. He cited the ongoing TAPI project in Herat Province as evidence
of the Emirate’s commitment to regional economic coordination, mutual cooperation, and sustainable development.

Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar underscored the Islamic Emirate’s dedication to the sustainable and equitable use of natural
resources. “We aim to manage our water resources efficiently while respecting the established rights of all stakeholders. Effective
water management is crucial for strengthening the national economy and addressing poverty, unemployment, and migration,”
he stated.

The Deputy Prime Minister also called on both domestic and international investors to seize opportunities in the water,
agriculture, and broader economic sectors.

In conclusion, Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar extended his congratulations to the citizens of Afghanistan on the completion of
this major project and expressed gratitude to the Islamic Emirate officials, engineers, technical teams, and all personnel involved
in the successful completion of the Pashdan Dam.

The Pashdan Dam has a storage capacity of 54 million cubic meters of water, will irrigate 13,000 hectares of agricultural land,
and generate two megawatts of electricity, creating employment opportunities for thousands of Afghan citizens. #

Herat to Benefit from $S41 Million Power
Projects Including Hashemi-Pul
Substation

Contracts were signed for the construction of the Hashemi-
Pul Substation and three other major electricity sector
projects.

The agreements, totaling approximately $41 million in joint
investment, were signed between the Executive Director of
Da Afghanistan Breshna Sherkat and officials from Zazu
Afghanistan and Kabul National Companies. The projects
aim to strengthen and stabilize the electricity supply in Herat.

transmission lines from the Noorul Jihad Substation to
Hashimi Pul and from Hashimi Pul Substation to the Hoot
24 Shaheeda Substation, construction of the Hashimi Pul
and Hoot 24 Shaheeda Substations, and expansion of the
line bay at the Noorul Jihad Substation.

These projects are expected to be completed within two
years, ensuring a reliable and stable electricity supply for
Herat. #

Key components of the projects include, extending 220 kV

Afghanistan Expands Railway Network to
Establish Regional...

In addition, a contract for the survey and detailed design of the
737-kilometer Herat—Kandahar railway, valued at AFN 264 million,
has been signed with the private sector and is currently in progress.
Economic experts emphasize that, once completed, this railway
network will position Afghanistan as a central regional transit hub.
Separately, Uzbekistan has completed the survey of the
561-kilometer Balkh—Herat railway corridor. The Ministry of
Public Works highlights that, with the full implementation of these
projects and transitagreements such as “Afghan-Trans,” Afghanistan
is poised to become a key regional transport junction, enabling

efficient and expedited movement of goods between Central and
South Asia. #
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Qoshtepa Canal
Second Phase
Nears Completion,
Unlocking Major
Irrigation and
Economic
Opportunities

Officials of the Islamic Emirate emphasize that the Qoshtepa
Canal will create unprecedented opportunities for irrigation
in northern Afghanistan, promoting the expansion of the
food industry, generating employment, and increasing
exports.

The National Development Corporation has announced
that excavation work for the second phase of the canal has
reached 93% completion. Construction of the canal’s
headwork has progressed to 82%, while the development of
bridges and water-regulation structures along the canal’s
route is ongoing,

Experts assert that timely completion of the Qoshtepa
Canal project and effective water management will not only
create employment opportunities but also contribute
significantly to economic growth, advancing Afghanistan
toward self-sufficiency in agricultural production.

Currently, work continues on the second phase, including
the construction of bridges and headwork. As one of
Afghanistan’s largest irrigation projects, the Qoshtepa Canal
is expected to irrigate over 500,000 hectares of farmland
across Balkh, Jawzjan, and Faryab provinces. #

Deputy PM Meets
Uzbekistan’s
Energy Minister to
Strengthen
Bilateral...

..In response, Jurabek Mirza Muhammadov emphasized
that the President of Uzbekistan is committed to
Afghanistan’s  economic  development stability,
prioritizing the expansion of economic cooperation between
Tashkent and Kabul. He affirmed that Uzbekistan is fully
prepared to execute these projects on schedule and to the
highest quality standards, with practical work to commence
shortly in partnership with Afghan companies.

Minister Muhammadov expressed  Uzbekistan’s
readiness to share its expertise with Afghanistan in key
sectors including energy, agriculture, mining, industry,
healthcare, and professional training, #

and
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