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Issue #79

1EA’s Supreme Leader Approves Five-
Year Development Strategy of Afghanistan

At a press briefing held at the Government Media and
(GMIC), Zabihullah  Mujahid,
Spokesperson for the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan,
announced  the approval of  Afghanistan’s
Development Strategy.

Mujahid explained that the Development Strategy of the
Islamic Emirate has been formulated to harness the country’s
internal capacities and resources in order to achieve key
national objectives, and has been ratified in accordance with
the directive of the Supreme Leader of the Islamic Emirate.
According to the Spokesperson, this strategy is a
comprehensive, unified, and long-term document spanning

Information Center

formal

five years, designed to guide all resources of the government
along a coordinated and integrated path.

He emphasized that the strategy will unify and streamline
the resources and activities of all governmental institutions
to achieve the core objectives effectively.

The strategy is built upon three principal pillars: good
governance and international relations, security and public
order, and economic and social development. It covers ten
key sectors, including economy and agriculture, natural
resources and energy, housing and social cohesion, transport
and communications, religious and modern education and
cultural affairs, health, social protection and...ContP#4

Prime Minister of the Islamic Emirate
Meets Chinese Foreign Minister to
Strengthen Bilateral Ties

TR T

P TI TIYRB

The Prime Minister of the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan, Honorable Mullah Mohammad Hassan Akhund, met with Wang Yi,
Foreign Minister of the People’s Republic of China, and his accompanying delegation at Gul Khana Palace.

The meeting was attended by the Afghan Foreign Minister, Mawlawi Amir Khan Muttaqi; Dr. Mullah Abdul Wasi, Chief of Staff
of the Prime Minister; and Mullah Hamdullah Fetrat, Deputy Spokesperson of the Islamic Emirate.

During the meeting, Prime Minister welcomed the Chinese delegation and underscored that China and Afghanistan are
longstanding, close, and trusted partners. He expressed gratitude for China’s consistent support, constructive stance, and
cooperative engagement regarding Afghanistan in international forums.

The Prime Minister emphasized that China has played a positive role globally, not only with Afghanistan but with other nations
as well, and requested that China continue its efforts to support Afghanistan’s legitimate...ContP#4

MoU Signed for the
Construction of a 400-
Bed Hospital in

Kandahar

The Ministry of Public Health has sighed a Memorandum of
Understanding  (MoU) with Qatar Charity for the
establishment of a 400-bed specialized hospital in Kandahar
province. The project, funded by the State of Qatar, will
primarily serve mothers, children, and patients requiring
internal medicine care...ContP#4

Afghanistan
Establishes
Framework for
Commercial Bank
Financing of Public
and Development
Projects

...ContP#4

Afghani Appreciates
by 21% Against Major
Foreign Currencies

- o
= dy s S . o
I/ :'1__| i -y ‘

The Central Bank of Afghanistan has announced that over
the past four years, the Afghani has strengthened by 21%
against major foreign currencies, particularly the US. dollar.
Officials of the Central Bank emphasized that efforts to
stabilize the national economy, enhance the value of the

Afghani, develop the banking sector, and expand financial
services are ongoing and remain a top priority.

A spokesperson for the Central Bank highlighted that,
through the implementation of sound monetary policies, the
institution has successfully safeguarded the...ContP#4
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I1EA’s Supreme Leader Approves Five-Year
Development...

...environmental preservation, and comprises fifteen priotity programs.

Among the priority programs are:

* Implementation of Sharia law and provision of Islamic justice,

»  Strengthening good governance and international relations,

*  Public sector reform, transparency, and accountability,

*  Expansion of regional and international cooperation,

*  Enhancement of security, public order, and border protection,

*  Law enforcement, crime prevention, and local governance,

*  Urban development and rural advancement,

*  Economic and social development,

*  Sustainable utilization of natural resources and energy provision,

*  Agricultural and livestock development,

*  Improvement of financial management and expansion of electricity services,

*  Enhancement of health services and food security,

*  Development of education, human resources, and culture,

*  Advancement of telecommunications and information technology, and

*  Development of transport and transit infrastructure.

The Spokesperson highlighted that the strategy is critically important as it defines the country’s developmental vision, sets major
objectives and priorities for the next five years, establishes a unified framework for managing development initiatives, ensures
effective allocation of resources, integrates and coordinates governmental activities, aligns the private sector with core national
objectives, and facilitates balanced development across all regions.

Mujahid concluded by assuring the public that the implementation of this long-term strategy will produce tangible and
meaningful outcomes, with progress toward fundamental objectives achieved gradually and within a structured and organized
framework. #

Prime Minister of the Islamic Emirate Meets
Chinese Foreign Minister to Strengthen...

...positions on the international stage.

He further stated that the Islamic Emirate will not allow any group or foreign actor to use Afghan territory to interfere in the
affairs of other countries, and encouraged all nations to adopt a path of friendship, constructive relations, and positive
engagement with Afghanistan.

Prime Minister highlighted that Afghanistan has faced numerous challenges over the past 45 years, which were further exacerbated
by the involvement of major powers. However, under the governance of the Islamic Emirate, many challenges—including
conflict and insecurity—have been addressed. He stressed that the country seeks progress through positive relations and
cooperation with neighboring and other states, noting that sustained and constructive engagement with China and other nations
will yield meaningful development.

Foreign Minister Wang Yi referred to the historical relations between China and Afghanistan, describing the two countries as
close and trusted partners. He affirmed China’s respect for Afghanistan’s independence and the Afghan people’s sovereign
choices, expressing confidence that Afghanistan is pursuing the right path.

He further noted that, among Foreign Ministers of the UN Security Council’s permanent members, he is the only one to have
visited Afghanistan twice, reflecting China’s sincere partnership and commitment. He stressed that both countries share a
common future and expressed China’s support for Afghanistan’s modernization and development within the broader Asian
context.

Minister Wang Yi emphasized that China remains a steadfast and reliable partner of Afghanistan, prepared to cooperate in
economic and security sectors, and to support Afghan development efforts. He highlighted that robust security cooperation
between the two countries lays a foundation for Afghanistan’s development and called for enhanced collaboration in this regard.
Prime Minister reaffirmed that over the past four years, Afghanistan has posed no security threats or other problems to any
country, nor will it allow its territory to be used to harm others. #

MoU Signed for the Construction of a 400-Bed
Hospital...

..During the signing ceremony, the Minister of Public
Health, Mawlawi Noor Jalal Jalali, emphasized that the
completion of this facility will enable the residents of
Kandahar and the broader southern region to access high-
quality healthcare services.

Dr. Mirdef bin Ali Al-Qashouti, Chargé d’Affaires of the
State of Qatar to Afghanistan, welcomed the initiative and
underscored that the hospital will play a vital role in reducing
maternal and child mortality rates.

Likewise, Dr. Munim Shah, Program Manager of Qatar
Charity, described the project as a renewed commitment to
strengthening Afghanistan’s healthcare sector.

According to the Ministry of Public Health, construction is
expected to be completed within two and a half years. Once
operationalized, the hospital will provide comprehensive
medical services in obstetrics and gynecology, pediatrics,
internal medicine, surgery, and other specialties. #

Afghani Appreciates by 21% Against Major
Foreign...

..Afghani’s value and mitigated severe fluctuations in the
foreign exchange market.

The Central Bank also underscored notable progress in the
banking sector and in establishing relationships with
international financial institutions. Currently, it maintains
connections with 200 international banks, and efforts are
underway to further expand global banking interactions to
facilitate smoother international financial transactions for
traders and businesses.

However, some experts note that despite certain banking

limitations over the past four years, expanding engagement
with international banks could play a critical role in alleviating
these constraints.

According to the Central Bank, in the microfinance sector
over the past year, approximately 26,000 individuals
received financing, while an additional 16,000 were
supported through the formal banking sector. Moreover,
banking sector financing increased by 71% compared to
the previous year. #

KKk
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Afghanistan
Establishes
Framework for

Commercial Bank
Financing of Public...

..In the presence of the Deputy Prime Minister for
Economic Affairs, Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar Akhund,
the Ministry of Finance and Da Afghanistan Bank signed a
formal mechanism at the Marble Palace to facilitate the

financing of public and development projects through
commercial banks.

This framework, developed pursuant to Article 2, Clause 5
of the Economic Commission’s Rules of Procedure,
provides a legal foundation for the participation of
commercial banks in funding projects of public benefit.
The primary objectives of the mechanism are to enable
commercial bank engagement in the financing of public
projects, to create new investment opportunities for the
banking sector within Afghanistan, and to establish avenues
for enhancing the revenue streams of commercial banks.
Under the provisions of this mechanism, the Ministry of
Finance, in coordination with relevant sectoral entities, will
identify public interest projects and design their financial
models. Da Afghanistan Bank will subsequently encourage
and facilitate the participation of commercial banks in the
financing and implementation of these initiatives. #

CASA-1000 Project
Progresses: A Major
Milestone in
Strengthening
Afghanistan’s Power

Supply

The CASA-1000 project, designed to transmit 1,000
megawatts of electricity from Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan to
Afghanistan and Pakistan, has entered a critical new phase in
Afghanistan.

Da Afghanistan Breshna Sherkat has reported that work on
the project is currently underway across three sections within
Afghanistan and is expected to be completed within the next
two years. According to officials, with the support of project
financiers, $40 million of the project’s prior debts were
settled last year, and arrangements are underway to secure an
additional $90 million in funding.

Of the total 1,000 megawatts generated by the project, 300
megawatts will be allocated to Afghanistan, while the remainder
will be exported to Pakistan. Da Afghanistan Breshna Sherkat
further noted that Afghanistan will earn approximately $50
million annually in transit fees through this project.

The CASA-1000 project offers multiple strategic benefits
for Afghanistan, including mitigating electricity shortages in
Kabul as well as in eastern and southern provinces, generating
annual transit revenue, enhancing economic and political
cooperation with Central and South Asian countries, and
reducing reliance on imported electricity. #
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