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Issue #83

Afghanistan Expands Exports to
Over §0 Countries

i ]

C

The Ministry of Industry and Commerce announced Nooruddin Azizi, Minister of Industry and Commerce,
that Afghanistan has expanded its trade relations to more reported that the number of production facilities has
than 80 countries, owing to a marked increase in domestic increased from 3,500 to 6,500 over the past two years.
production. Afghan exports now include not only...ContP#4

30% Growth in Trade in the First Half of
the Current Fiscal Year (1404)

—

& B H:L._HH

'E |

According to the Ministry of Industry and Commerce, Afghanistan’s total trade volume reached approximately USD
6.783 billion in the first six months of the current fiscal year (1404), representing a 30% increase compared to the
same period in the previous year.

Exports were valued at USD 748 million, marking a 9% increase year-on-year. Major export commodities included
figs, raisins, saffron, pistachios, grapes, apricots, pomegranates, and beverages. Primary export...ContP#4

17 Development Projects Launched in
Panjshir Province

...ContP#4

Editorial

Afghanistan’s
Infrastructure: A
New Era

Robust and high-quality infrastructure forms the
cornerstone of Afghanistan’s development and
prosperity. Today, as the Ministry of Public Works
undertakes hundreds of projects to expand and
modernize the nation’s transport network, these
efforts extend beyond the mere construction of
roads and bridges—they embody a renewed sense
of hope, unity, and economic growth.

In the past year alone, the initiation and completion
of numerous projects across roads, bridges, tunnels,
and railway lines underscore the Ministry’s
commitment to transforming Afghanistan into a key
hub for regional trade and international connectivity.
These projects have created employment
opportunities for thousands of citizens and
strengthened technical capacities, marking the
foundation of a transformative change.

Currently, major highways such as Kabul-Kandahar,
Kabul-Jalalabad, and Herat-Kandahar are under
development, while new railway lines are linking
Afghanistan with strategic regional partners. These
developments clearly demonstrate the country’s
strides toward economic self-reliance and improved
quality of life for its people.

Yet, strengthening infrastructure is not merely a
technical endeavor;it symbolizes national confidence,
reflects the aspirations of the Afghan people, and
paints a clear vision for the future. Behind every road
and bridge lie the hopes of citizens seeking a secure,
dignified, and prosperous life.

We are confident that, with sustained commitment
and strategic vision, these efforts will position
Afghanistan as a central nexus of regional unity,
trade, and development.Today, the Ministry of Public
Works stands not only as a builder of infrastructure
but as a beacon of hope and resilience for the
Afghanistan of tomorrow. #

Farewell Meeting
with the UN Special
Representative for
Afghanistan

Mawlawi Abdul Salam Hanafi, the deputy prime minister
for administrative affairs, held a farewell meeting with
Ms. Roza Otunbayeva, the United Nations Secretary-
General’s Special Representative for Afghanistan.

During the meeting, Ms. Otunbayeva expressed her
appreciation for the cooperation extended by the officials
of the Islamic Emirate in facilitating the distribution of
humanitarian assistance to vulnerable...ContP#4
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Afghanistan Expands Exports to Over 80...

...agricultural produce but also industrial and mineral products. He emphasized that the government’s new economic
policy focuses on value addition through processing and branding, while discouraging raw exports. The Minister
underlined ongoing initiatives to improve product quality, ensure compliance with international standards, and expand
trade and transit agreements. He cited the revival of the Afghanistan—Pakistan Transit Trade Agreement (APTTA) as a
significant step towards facilitating exports.

He also urged the private sector to transition from an import-dependent approach towards production and export,
thereby contributing to the country’s sustainable economic growth. He stressed that the government will strictly monitor
commercial activities to ensure Afghan products enter global markets with strong branding and competitive capacity. #

30% Growth in Trade in the First Half of the
Current Fiscal...

...destinations included Pakistan, India, the United Arab Emirates, Kazakhstan, Turkey, Iran, China, and Iraq.
Imports totaled USD 6.035 billion, up 21% compared to last year, reflecting an increase of USD 1.042 billion. Key
imports included petroleum products, foodstuffs (wheat, flour, rice, cooking oil, sugar), textiles, machinery, cement,
and pharmaceuticals. Principal suppliers were Iran, the UAE, Pakistan, China, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, Russia,
Kazakhstan, Malaysia, and India. #

Farewell Meeting with the Ambassador
of the State of Qatar

Mawlawi Abdul Salam Hanafi, the deputy prime
minister for administrative affairs, met with Saeed bin
Mubarak Al Khayarin, Ambassador of the State of
Qatar, in a farewell meeting.

Ambassador Al Khayarin praised the friendly, religious,
and historical ties between Qatar and Afghanistan,
expressing confidence that these relations would

continue to strengthen and expand across multiple
fields.

Ambassadot’s efforts in advancing bilateral relations
and emphasized that under the governance of the
Islamic Emirate, Afghanistan now provides favorable
conditions for trade and investment. He encouraged
Qatari and international investors to explore
opportunities in Afghanistan’s agriculture, energy, and
mining sectors. The Deputy PM also acknowledged
Ambassador Al Khayarins contributions throughout

his tenure and extended best wishes for success in his

Mawlawi Abdul Salam Hanafi commended the future diplomatic assignments. #

Farewell Meeting with the UN Special
Representative for...

...populations and in strengthening coordination between both parties. She stated that during her three-year mission, she
has developed positive memories of Afghanistan and the Afghan people.

She further emphasized the continuation of humanitarian assistance, particularly for Afghan refugees and the victims of
the recent earthquake in Kunar province, noting that the United Nations remains committed to expanding support for
these groups.

Mr. Indrika Ratwatte, Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General for Development Affairs, also highlighted
that the organization has already delivered significant aid to earthquake-affected families in Kunar. He stressed that, with
the onset of winter approaching, immediate measures must be taken to provide adequate shelter.

In response, Mawlawi Abdul Salam Hanafi conveyed his gratitude for Ms. Otunbayeva’s dedicated service, wished her
success in her future endeavors, and underscored the urgent humanitarian needs of Afghanistan. He called upon
international organizations to give these matters the attention they warrant.

He also noted the assistance provided by the Islamic Emirate to returning Afghan nationals and urged international
partners to continue their cooperation in this area. #

£2021 - Gty VFo v = ot VFFY IS Gunenls 5 f

Administrative
Commission
Meeting Convenes

The Administrative Commission, chaired by Mawlawi
Abdul Salam Hanafi, convened with the participation of
its members. The meeting began with reports from
designated committees on their activities and achievements.
Subsequently, comprehensive discussions were held on
matters pertaining to security agencies, Da Afghanistan
Bank, state-owned enterprises, and Baghlan province.
Necessary decisions were adopted accordingly. #

17 Development

Projects Launched
in Panjshir...

commencement of 17 development projects worth 55
million Afghanis in Anaba and Abshar districts.

Funded by the World Food Programme, the projects
encompass the construction of roads, bridges, retaining

walls, check dams, and irrigation canals, as well as
livestock product processing and agricultural support.
Approximately 1,000 employment opportunities atre
expected to be generated during their implementation.
Local authorities affirmed that efforts are underway to
secure additional projects, with 60 others currently in
progress in Paryan and Dara districts. #

Kapisa Province:

Construction of
13.7 ki Road

Begins

The Ministry of Public Works officially launched the
construction of the Afghania Valley—Pachghan road in
Nijrab district of Kapisa province, at an estimated cost
of 392 million Afghanis. The 13.7 km road project,
contracted in collaboration with the private sector, is
scheduled for completion within 15 months.

Local officials and residents welcomed the project,
describing it as a positive step by the Islamic Emirate
towards the development and prosperity of the province.
Itwas further noted that the project will create employment
opportunities during its execution and, once completed,
will significantly improve transportation as well as the
movement of agricultural and commercial goods. #
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